BOOK 17: A LITTLE IMMORTALITY 


Maxim 45: The sire of the cor bat US is inversely 
Proportional to the ikel ood of surviving 
to collect it. 


‘THE PASTORAL LANDSCAPE. 
BEAUTY AND SERENITY IN A SINGLE VISTA. 
eS 


[HUMANS ARE PRACTICALLY HARD-WIRED TO FIND 
THEMSELVES AT PEACE IN PLACES LIKE THIS, 


Hello, Captain Tagan! Well, yes. OF course. 
How are you? " T moan besides that, 


“Disoriantad,” 
than. That's good! 


I REMEMBER BEING VERY IRRITATED WHEN 
PEOPLE WOULD ANSWER MY QUESTIONS By ff But maybe I should voluntoar 
some information First. 


HOW DIO I ole? What's the 
lest thing you 


remembar? 


ASKING ANOTHER QUESTION. 


I moan what's the lest thing 
you remember chronologically. 


According to the REDcheck, just TM give you 
Forty-two minutos after your last |} a momant to 
chronological memory, you died 

saving the lives of everyone 

aboard the Flagship. 


FORTY-TWO MINUTES AFTER 
THE LAST THING T CAN REMEMBER 
BEFORE WAKING UP HERE. 


<| 


BUT IT'S NOT GOING 
TO HAPPEN BECALSE IT 
ALREADY HAPPENED. 


Outstanding! Cognitive 
Functions are onlina! 


50 I DIED A Correction: Ai person who shared all ‘OKAY, I GUESS IF YOU Wa have to split these hairs 
HERO, THEN, but Forty-two minutes of your life WANT TO SPLIT HAIRS... iF you want to koep beliaving 
experiance died a hero. in things Ike agency 

and Free wil 


THAT'S NICE. 


How ooes THis work?) am x STL A cépTaINe |] han your currant gestalt was merged, |} Good question! How many 
‘Alt I DEAD, OR ALIVE, | YOU ADDRESSED Me AS || captaincy wes a core part oF peaple are under your 
‘ORIN BETWEEN? "CAPTAIN. TAGON. our antity. command right naw? 


TT STILL Feels 
THINGS HAVE 
THINGS CHANGED? CHANGED. 


MYSTERY, AND MAJESTY, WITH THE ILLUSION OF TIMELESSNES: 


PRE-SPACEFLIGHT SOPHONTS TELL THEMSELVES COUNTLESS DIFFERENT STORIES 
f) ABOUT THE PRETTY PINPRICKS OF LIGHT THAT HANG UNCHANGING OVERHEAD. 


ZEUS ALPHA, YOU ARE 
CLEAR TO FIRE, 


> ANE) S?ACEFARING SOPHONTS ALSO ENDEAVOR 
BAPE TO ADD THEIR OWN LIGHTS TO THE Sky. 


WHY AREN'T UNLESS, OF COURSE, VIOLENCE HAS 
ee MORE THAN JUST ONE FACE IN PLAY. 


HE'S SMILING, 


I DON'T THINK TURNING 
‘AROUND WAS EVER THE PLAN, 


SARGE, SETTING ME AND 
TANDERSIL UP_ON 
DATE WAS AWESOME. 


BUT, SEE, WE DIDN'T 
NEED A CHAPERONE, 


tim nob chaperoning, | 
sr th sipper on Your 


romantic gebaway boat. 


SKIPPER, CAN WE GET AWAY 
FROM THE ROLLING 
HURRICANE? 


This is a romantic 
eiavay EXTREME 
URE boat. 


SERGEANT, LIFE-OR-DEATH SCENARIOS | packed life vests, 
ARE EMOTIONALLY INTENSE, BUT THAT'S 
NOT THE SAME AS “ROMANTIC” 


" THAT STORM IS 700 KILOMETERS LONG, A 
life-or-death, THOUSAND KILOMETERS HIGH, AND THE NATIVES 
NAMED IT *KUTSKO," WHICH MEANS *CAUSTIC HAMMER 


4 
IT TRACES A LOCATION'S FERTILITY, A CIVILIZATION'S FECUNDITY, AND ARCHITECTURE'S FIGHT AGAINST GRAVITY. 


IN| BENEATH THIS MEEALOPOLTTAN OUTLINE 


LTE PUMPS THAT KEEP EUROPE TEMPERATE 


4 
omiraL cru.) your ars uke a \V | rm sony, HaBAN, BUT 1 CANNOT 
nepreasines (cHecksum aomica. \ | Let You LIGHTEN THe NOOO Nene 

1. WOULD LIKE To toto te ITH THE WORDS "PARITY BITTEN 


TAKE A ROMENT TO 
REPHRASE, AND 
summarize Your 
REPORT, IF YOU 
‘DON'T MIND, 


WHY ARE YOU CONCERNED? 
I'M SIMPLY GIVING YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT I UNDERSTOOD YOU, 


IN Decemecr THis city || YOUR RESPONSE IS 10 BUILD 
WAS NEARLY DesTRavED || MORE SUPERWEAPONS. 


RESPECTFULLY, MADAME 

SECRETARY, IY RESPONSE WAS 
TO HAVE INT-AFE-INT AUDIT 
THE ENTIRE UNS. MILITARY. 


THEY FOUND A SECRET 

SUPERWEAPON PROTECT, 

AND 1 DRAGGED IT INTO 
‘THE LIGHT OF DAY. 


APTER NAMING IT “ZEUS* 
‘AND TEST-FIRING IT, 


———— 


‘SOME ARE MECHORGANIC MELDINGS THAT SPAWNED AMID 


‘SOME ARE ACTUAL WORLDS, THEIR STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY 


‘STRAINING THE LIMITS OF THE WORD “RUIN,” AND THER 
‘AGE GIVING THE WORD "ANCIENT" A PROPER SPOT OF POLISH. 


WHATEVER THEIR PROVENANCE, THEY ALL SENt 
MON ME WE'RE GOING 
TO BE RICH. 


DEEP SEAS.. THEY HAVE INSPIRED WONDER AND HORROR BELOW 150 4 


FOR AT LEAST AS LONG AS THERE HAS BEEN SWIMMING. START 06! 


SARGE, WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING 
DOWN THERE: 


PRETTY DARK. 


| dropped 
my comm. Keep 
taking’ 


Can't swim Fast enough... 


IP's rocket time. 


welll see 
it they Ores the Wee 
“explodes when Fired 
underwater" thing, 


going to seo i 


T already collected it. 


We're done hare. 


‘Youre eucki 
all the Fun 
OF this. 


find I'm 
having a good Hime 
doing it. 


You didn't have to. 
Rescue called For you. 


Am | being babysat? 


You're just playin 
etre 


Sargeant, you 
inspira Frash throat 
assessments avery time 
uou leave home. 


I'm nat playing “babysitter.” 


T'm playing “overwatch." 


‘CHINOOK, OF EINA-AFA 


GODDESS OF EARTH, WIND, AND PLUMBING. WARM BREATH UPON THE HOLY WIND, 


(OUR SENTINEL OF PERPETUAL OVERWATCH. 
TT 
CCRYPTKEEPER, VAULTMINDER, 
‘SPIDER QUEEN. 


a | WEALSERVANT, AVENSINS DEPUTY. 


X TF you read tha whole 
list evary Hime T show up, I'm 
going to stop calling ahead. 


Sorgeant Schlock is on his way. I Fished him 
‘out From beneath Hutsko in tha Stormring. 


HAS HE LEARNED 
HOW 70 WORK THAT 
SAILBOAT YET? 


Tam currently explaining ta 
him that outriggars lack the control 
surfaces to be stoored while 


TI GLAD HE FOUND A NICE, 
SAFE HOBBY. 


indy and Tandorsil are 
both glad thoir holmats 
doployed automatically. 


1 2oN'T want 10 Po? }f 
2588 tens One 
arerte 

Ui MeGinn | 


[rervy-rwo menures LaTeR 


No meat. Just PTs, polymers, and 
piezogel, but it does make personal 
appearances mare maaningFul. 


ANO ELF! YOU CHANGED I WANTED SOMETHING NEW 
YOUR HAIR. A LOT. FOR THE WEDDING. 


Happy Birthday. Lot's play “ques 


THAT WAS SUDDEN. how tong you wore gone.” 


>: cy 


WHO GOT MARRIED? (i) 
4 


THAT CONVERSATION WE HAD, IN THE 
LANDSCAPE PLACE... IT TOOK LIKE, 
TWENTY MINUTES, TOPS, 


THIS BODY TOOK 


No, tha body took 
THREE WEEKS 


Gitty-aight days. 


Your dad took 
Forever to make 


\ 
TVe BEEN 

GONE FoR 
TWO MONTHS. 


Out hore it lastod 
huonty-huo days. 


WE'LL SPEND SOME Time caTCHING “THE CaPTAIN'S Joa |} MURTALIGH IS THE CAPTAIN OF SO SHE'S SMILING AT 
YOU UP. THE IMPORTANT THING Is WAITING FOR YOu. |} THE FLAGSHIP. HER JOB ISN'T MME BECAUSE HeR JOB 


Pade aes SA one One fea 
Evrae meriers 
S 


WAITING? 
DID IT REALLY TAKE FOUR 
MONTHS TO REPAIR THE FLAGSHIP. 


YOU'RE OFFERING ME 
THE CAPTAINCY OF. 
CINDERCONE? 


NO, THAT SHIP DION'T WORK OUT FOR Us. 
WE GAVE IT TO CHINOOK. 


I'm happier not having my 
back door wander around the galaxy. 


ELESCHUL ORBITAL FOUNDRIES 15 ALMOST 
FINISHED WITH YOUR SHIP. 


TV's A custom 08, 


| COF. MASS-PRODUCES GUNSHIPS AND y 


CRUISERS LIKE BRISTLECONE, AND KITESFEAR. 
I DION'T REALIZE THEY DO’ CUSTOM BUILDS, 


IT'S A CUSTOM JOB BASED ON TT ALSO HAPPENS TO BE A DESIGN 
DESIGNS THEY'RE FAMILIAR WITH. YOU'RE FAMILIAR WITH. 


ooh, nice MP axe 


THIS IS A LOT TO TAKE IN. 


1 AGREE. I1'S A LOT, AND 
IWS NOT EASY, 


1 SPENT A LONG TIME 
DISCUSSING THESE ISSUES 
WITH MY THERAPIST, 


YOU'RE SEEING 1 WAS ONLY GONE FOR 
A THERAPIST? 
FOR GRIEF 


COUNSELING. 


OURING WHICH TIME We 
HELO A LOVELY FUNERAL, 
‘AND BUILT A SHRINE. 


PLEASE TELL ME THERE 
ISN'T A STATUE. 


YOU BUILT A SHRINE 


Zs) 
THERE MIGHT 
BEA STATUE) 


I NOT SURE HOW I'm START WITH “GRATEFUL.” MY STATUE 15 HOLDING A BOme, AND 
‘SUPPOSED TO FEEL IF HE HADN'T DIED, YOU DOESN'T HAVE HIS HELMET UP. 
ABOUT THIS, WOULON'T BE HERE. 


‘THE URTHEEP INDUSTRIES RDX PICKET JOZAGLE'S PURSE. EM 2 JOZAGLE IS A SNEAKY, STICKY-FINGERED 


H CHARACTER FROM GZEAUL LITERATURE. 


"BOTS ARE IN, AGENTS ARE 
HAVING A LOOK AROUND. 


ALREADY? ‘THE ARTIFACT'S SECURITY PROTOCOL 
I EXPECTED THAT TO TAKE 15 THE INFORMATIONAL EGUIVALENT OF A WELCOME 


A BIT LONGER | | RAT WITH THE KEYS LIND 


SO OF couRsE You STOLE 
THE KEY AND WALKED THROUGH THE EQUIVALENT 
OF THE FRONT DOOR 


THE COMPANY NAMED OUR SHIP 
‘AFTER THE THIEF-GOD. 


(OUR MANDATE INCLUDES 
AT LEAST A LITTLE Bit 
OF STEALING, 


RIGHT. THESE CODE NAMES 
ALL BLUR TOGETHER 


OBJECT 18-6 15 A 
STELLAR ENCLOSURE. 


B] Two DAYS LATER, AT URTHEEP INDUSTRIES HEADQUARTERS. 


THE PURSE JUST CHECKED IN, DIRECTOR 


OBJECT 4I18-6 IS STILL OPERATIONAL, 
AND FULL OF VIABLE 
INFORMATION. 


. EXCELLENT. HAVE 
THEM BRING IT HOME, 


“BLURRY" IS A SECURITY 
FEATURE, DIRECTOR 


HAVE THE PURSE DOWNLOAD ALL THE 
INFORMATION FROM THE OBJECT, 
AND COURIER THAT BACK 

TO US EXPEDITIOUSLY, 


WE BELIEVE THAT A STORAGE sysTEM 
FOR “ALL THE INFORMATION" IT 
‘CONTAINS WOULD BE ABOUT 


i 
ava 
Mer as 


AGAIN, DIRECTOR, 
OBJECT 118-6 15'A 
STELLAR ENVELOPE, 


THIS PROTECT MAY 
HAVE FALLEN VICTIM 
TO "SCOPE CREEP." 


PACK THE FREIGHTER TZUNDIGO WITH 
PETA-BLOCKS AND PATCH NODES 
FROM INVENTORY, AND SEND 

If TO RENDEZVOUS WITH 
JOZAGLE'S PURSE. 


HAVE JOZASLE'S PURSE QUEUE UP 
DOWNLOADS OF THE MOST VALUABLE 
INFORMATION FROM YIIS-6. 


DIRECTOR, IT MIGHT TAKE CENTURIES TO 
CREATE A’ COWNLOAD QUEUE LIKE THAT. 


WE CAN'T TAKE 
‘THE ARTIFACT HOME, 
‘BUT WE CAN COPY 
THE BEST BITS, 


THEN GET STARTED NOW. 


“THERE 16 TOO MUCH TO 00" IS A 
TERRIBLE EXCUSE FOR DOING NOTHING. 


"THE MERCENARY FLAGSHIP FORMERLY 
KNOWN AS "BROKEN WIND.” 


> 
— 
BUT... T LIKED THE NAME. 


HE SB Roy | Se ee 
OF CROSS-CULTURAL ETIQUETTE. Ee SIENRTECES, 


THAT HAD SOMETHING 
TO 00 wil IT, YES. 


THE NAME "BROKEN WIND” came || AND THE WORD “T'KKKUTS* IMPLIES 
FROM “TKKKUTS-AFA," BUT THE MUCH MORE VIOLENCE THAN THE 
WORD "WIND" IS FAR TOO WORD *BROKEN" DOES, 
SIMPLE A TRANSLATION, 

OF “AFA 


JUST TELL ME THE NEW NAME. 
IT'S NOT My SHIP ANYMORE, YOu 
DON'T NEED MtY APPROVAL, 


WELCOME ABOARD TTOB-Il, THE TAGON'S 
TOUGHS FLAGSHIP BREATH WEAPON. 


YOU HAVE MY APPROVAL. 


YOU SAID “TTOB-I1" BUT WE'VE NEVER HAD MORE THAN EIGHT SHIPS HAVE BEEN LOST WHILE UNDER 
THREE AT ANY ONE TIME, A | Your Direct COMMAND. 


Fas Nab -ENOUOH Shes TRA WE 
nm 
Neeoeo 10 Stat COUNTING Gee 


BETWEEN THE NAME, AND THE 

AYSUN-TINGO HULL, THAT'S 
IF THE FLAGSHIP IS SHIP NUMBER ELEVEN, ‘OONCURY: 8 SERORT 
‘hy SHIP WILL BE NUMBER TWELVE, RIGHT? a 


SHIP TWELVE IS KEVN'S, 
THE MAXIM THIRTY-NINE. 


Px Cama.) —|Sreire spd 


AND IE_ITS KEWN'S, IT MUST 
HAVE REDUNDANT SUITES OF 
MILSPEC FABBERS, AND A 
HUGE LAB, 


TWO LABS, ONE OF 
WHICH HE THINKS IS, 


STILL A SECRET. 


‘T/M SURPRISED KEVN DIDN'T 
GO WITH MAXIM FOURTEEN, 


“MAD SCIENCE MEANS 
NEVER STOPPING TO ASK 

WHATS THE WORST THING 
‘THAT COULD HAPPEN?" 


THATS THE ONE, DON'T “MAXIM FOURTEEN" WOULD BE TT WAS, OF COURSE, KEWN'S FIRST CHOICE, 
YOU THINK THAT WOULD AN EMBLAZONED EXCUSE FOR AND We ALL AGREED HE 
FIT KEWN BETTER? RECKLESS ENGINEERING, COULON'T HAVE IT. 


IF YOU WERE WORRIED ¢ | 


ABOUT RECKLESS ENGINEERING, ¥C 
SHOULON'T HAVE LET HIM BUILD TWO Lag’. 


HELLO, TZUNDIGO! WE HAVE A 
PACKAGE FOR YOU. 


WHY DO THEY BOTHER 

INSTALLING POINT-OEFENSE 

CANNONS IF THEY'RE NOT 
‘GOING TO USE THEN? 


WE'VE GOT A LOT OF 
PACKAGES FOR. 


HEY, THAT'S 
COMING IN KIND GF HOT, 
‘DON'T YOU THINK? 


URTHEEP INDUSTRIES HQ. SCREAMER NODE FROM 
TZUNDIGO, DIRECTOR. 


JOZAGLE'S PURSE FIRED 
(ON THEM AND THEN 
FLED THE SYSTEM 


GET BOTH SKIPPERS ON 
THE LINE NOW. 1 WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON, 


JOZAGLE'S PURSE YOU KNOW, IN LITERATURE, 
ISN'T ANSWERING. JOZAGLE WAS A BURGLAR, 


NOT A KILLER 
‘TZUNDIGO CAN'T ANSWER 


WELL, IN ORYDOCK 
JOZAGLE'S PURSE WAS 
OUTFITTED FOR A BIT OF BOTH. 


THEY MIGHT EVEN 
HAVE MOLES IN 
PLACE. 


BUN THIS DOWN TO THE HOT 
MESS RESPONSE TEAM. T'mt 
SURE THEY HAVE SOME 

SORT OF PROCESS, 


NO, WAIT. WE'RE GOING, 
AFTER OUR OWN PEOPLE. 


THEY PROBABLY EXPECT 
US TO SEND HMRT. 
AFTER THEM, 


HAZZ, WE'RE GOING OFF-ScRIPT. 
WE NEED TO OUTSOURCE OUR 
HOT MESS RESPONSE, 


“OUTSOURCING A HOT mess" 
1S NOT IN MY J08 DESCRIPTION, BUT 
'T MIGHT KNOW SOME PEOPLE, 


“TRACK, PURSUE, AND RECOVER" NO FURTHER DETAILS, |[ THEY BE PAYING US A LOT. 
BLIT GET THIS: THEY ASKED FOR US SPECIFICALLY, 
BECAUSE THEY'VE HEARO WE AREN'T 

MOTWATED BY MONEY. 


RusH JOB, COMMODORE. 
816 B10, TOO. 


THAT JUST MEANS THEY 
DON'T WANT TO PAY US WHAT 
THE JOB 1S WORTH. 


COMMODORE TAGON! T 
‘Ath PLEASED TO HAVE 
GOTTEN YOUR 
‘ATTENTION. 


‘A SKIPPER IN MY EMPLOY HAS 
ABSCONDED WITH A RESEARCH 
VESSEL, ALONG WITH SOME 
INVALUABLE INFORMATION, 


HOW. 
VALUABLE? 


WE WORRY THAT ANYONE WHO 
FINDS IT WOULD BE INCLINED 
TO KEEP IT, RATHER THAN 


Rca tied 
a 


ANYONE WHO, UNLIKE US, DOES 
NOT ALREADY HAVE ALL THE MONEY 
THEY COULD POSSIBLY USE. 


I WON'T ASK WHY You'Re 
STILL WORKING, BUT T’LL PAY 
HANDSOMELY FOR YOU TO 
BEGIN WORKING QUICKLY. 


‘AND SEND THEM AHEAD, I'LL 
BRING YOU UP TO SPEED. 
WHILE WE GO. TVE ALREADY 
BRIEFED TAFA. 


DAD, WHAT KIND OF SHOWS Have 


I WANT STARS OFF YOU BEEN WATCHING 


THE STARBOARD BOW 
IN TEN MINUTES, 


T1'S A GREAT LINE, 
‘AND OUR CLIENT IS PAYING FOR 
MELODRAMATIC LEVELS OF HASTE. 


EART aap oun am eecparse 


. THAT WON'T HAPPEN IF YOU'RE 
‘MY SHIP ISN'T READY YET, 
WHERE OO YOU WANT Me? RIDING WITH US, 


OFF OF THIS SHIP 
IN NINE MINUTES. 


UNDERSTOOD. 


WONT one THER 
T TANK THE suPNRIGHTS age ALMOST TURTON ave Tet 


FINISHED WITH THE WEAPON BLISTERS, T CAN CATCH ee 
UP WITH YOU BY IG00 HOURS TOMORROW. ewe 


NOT Yer, COF'S ORIGINAL DRAGON CLASS SPEC 
BUT IT WiLL. INCLUDED A MAIN GUN, WHICH YOUR 
SHIP WILL BE GETTING. 


TIVE SEEN HUNDREDS OF 


DRAGON 
CLASS CRUISERS, AND NONE OF THEM HAD MY SHIP IS KEEPING THE NAME 
‘ANYTHING THAT LOOKED “MAIN.” “BREATH WEAPON.” YOU CAN'T HAVE IT. 


TELL ME ABOUT THIS 
“MAIN GUN" YOU'RE 
INSTALLING, 


It Fires 
Oravy-braidad 

plasma. IPs got 

a dadicatad Five-motor 
annie plant and @ 
Forhy-Fiva-mator 
barral. 


Ai long range it's 
useless against shields, but 

got closa and that gravy-braid will 
breach the shield, and then you're 
blowing Fire inta the enemy's tender bits. 


$0... IT'S A GUN YOU BRING 
TO'A KNIFE FIGHT, 


You sound just 
like tha bean counters 
ho killed the project. 


now sone unm we can) | ESL we rave a conpanase a2 | 2 o1owr eeauize we Y That's my, brain you'ra 
HARDWARE KICKING talking about, Captain 


ein 


Forty-tuo hours and Fifteen \ | She calls herself "Cindy," 
minutes, assuming your FI. || and she’s still in a COF. spoc-nino Find iF you rile her up, T 
cooperates with the link-ups. || harness From a wyvern-class gunboat. can promise you some delays. 


Most .Ls cannot migrate 
to now hardware, Captain. 


I'VE HEARD THAT, 
BUT ENNESBY HAS CONE 
ITA BUNCH OF TIMES, 


Ennasby is a vanilla-holix build. 
Hardware swapping is about the 
‘only thing vanilla-holix is 

good For. 


TM WAITING FOR Him TO 
POP IN WITH A RETORT. 


Ho's on tha other 
side of the city. Wle 
can speak Froely. 


OKAY, ENNESBY CAN HAROWARE-HOP 
BECAUSE HE'S BUILT FOR IT. EXPLAIN 
TAGI. SHE WASN'T. 


SHE MOVED FROM HER 
VERY SPECIFIC WARSHIP R16 INTO 
ENNESY'S HEAD, AND THEN MOVED 
INTO THE BRAIN FOR THIS PLACE, 
‘AND RENAMED HERSELF "CHINOOK” 


Tagii died in that warship. The thing in Ennosby’s 
had was an acho-spawned emulation that 
gained consciousness. 


YOU MAKE IT SOUND LIKE 
SHE WAS A SAPIENT 


That is a terriblo 
metaphor, made worse 
by the Fact that it works. 


I THINK I UNDERSTAND... WHEN YOU "MIGRATED" 
INTO CINDERCONE, YOU’ STAYED IN YOUR OLD 
HAROWARE. ALL WE DID WAS CARRY 

YOU INTO THE NEW SHIP AND 


SPLICE SOME CARLES, 


Exactly. Excont 
For those adjectives. 


The “now ship,” Cindorcone, wes 
older than human sapience, and 
Far oldar than my “old hardware.” 


HEY NOW... YOU'RE THE ONE WHO 
PICKED THE “OLD LADY" AVATAR 


it, Captain. 


IF you gob hor 
worked up, my overtime 
is coming out oF your pockot. 


CAPTAIN TAGON! LIEUTENANT 
DIEGO-GARCIA REPORTING 


HELLO, ‘CHELLE 
IT'S GOOO TO 
SEE YOU AGAIN, 


THE COMMODORE ORDERED 
MME INTO YOUR COMMAND 
CHAIN, HE SUGGESTED T 
LEAD YOUR INFANTRY 
CONTINGENT, 


‘OUTSTANDING. WHAT'S THAT 
CONTINGENT LOOK LIKE? 


TOO EARLY TO TELL. 
Tit STILL ROUNDING 
up THE sTRAGSLEF 


nae ae * 


STRAGGLERS... WE'RE SCRAPING THE 


BOTTOM OF THE BARREL, T GUESS 


It is a babhbub, 


‘and I was sleeping in it. 


s. 


(BOARD THE MERCENARY 
FLAGSHIP BREATH WEAPON... 


LIEUTENANT FLINDERS, THIS IS THE FULL 
MANIFEST FOR THE JOZAGLES PURSE 


YUP. 1 ALREADY HAVE A 
a ‘COPY, COMMODORE. 


NEED A FULL WORK-UP ON EACH CREW 
MEMBER WHAT RESOURCES DO THEY HAVE? 
WHERE WILL THEY GO AND MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, WHERE DO WE 

NEED TO BE IN ORDER 

TO FIND THEM? 


oursraupIne, Youre our 
WE WILL NEED A LOT nOae THAN a 7. PASSED THE MANIFEST 10 TREVOR, 
Sister But Yes Tats INTELLIGENCE ewert. I) | Ree Reeth On if HO 

THe Ot OF THINGS, TR You To 


k LIEUTENANT, YOU ARE 
(OUR INTELLIGENCE EXPERT. 


THERE ARE SYNTH-INT SUITES THAT CRUNCH, COLLATE, 
AND CORRELATE THIS INFORMATION FASTER AND 
BETTER THAN I CAN. ALL THEY NEED IS THE 

LIST, AND A QUICK BUTTON-PUSH, 


IF ALL HE DID WAS PUSH IT'S A RETRO PLAYER-VS-NARRATIVE 
‘A SUTTON, WHAT'S HE RPG CALLED "ROSENCRANTZ AND 
DOING NOW? GUILDENSTERN ARE HOBBITS.” 


YOU KNOW, CLASSIC LITERATURE RIDING 
ON A REALLY TWITCHY BUTTON-MASHER 


CURRIED COCONUT 
VAT-VEAL. ENJOY. 
TTS BRAIN FOOD, 


*ROSENCRANTZ AND T'S BASED ON SHAKESPEARE AND TOLKIEN THEY WERE BORN THREE 

GUILDENSTERN..* WHICH MAKES SENSE BECAUSE THOSE TWO | CENTURIES APART, AND IF YOU 
KNEW EACH OTHER T READ THAT THEY READ OTHERWISE T NEED TO 
FOUGHT TOGETHER IN WATERLOO, CURATE YOUR LIBRARY, STAT. 
OR OMAHA, OR SOMETHING. 


TT's A CLASSIC FROM 
SYNESTHAESDA SIMPLAY, 


DID THOSE WORDS SHAKE DUNNO. I MIGHT NEEO TO 
SOMETHING LOOSE, OR DIO EAT TO FIND OUT. 
THEY MAKE YOU HUNGRY? 


THE COMPANY mess 
Dep ca} EXISTS FOR THESE MOMENTS. 


HEY, KATHRYN... YOU 
KNOW HOW FSITIVES 
WILL TRY TO DRAIN 
THEIR ACCOUNTS? 


OUR FUGITIVES, ALONG 
WITH ABOUT A ‘ILLION 
OTHER PEOPLE, HAD 
THEIR CREDENTIALS 
STOLEN TODAY. 


ALL THE ACCOUNTS 
WERE DRAINED. 


UNCOOL, NEW 
TWISTS ARE THE 
WORST TWISTS, 


*DISINCLINED TO ‘AND WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 


LIEUTENANT? WHAT - 
DOES "DTA" MEAN? 


WELL, RIGHT NOW IT IEANS 1. 
\ FORGOT HOW LONG YOU'D BEEN 
% ‘OUT OF THE COMMAND LOOP. 


ANoY wants us To receut | eur youre TS THERE A REASON YOU'RE 


BECAAAUSE I'M GREEN, AND. 
TANDERSIL. TT SOUNDS LIKE TALKING TO ME INSTEAD 


THOUGHT YOU SHOULD DECIDE? 
A BUNKiATE WITH BENNIES NOTRE OF HAVING ANDY EXPLAIN 


THING TO Me, SO 1 THINK HIMSELF? 
HIS REQUEST SHOLLO- \ 
BE DENIED. 


IM NOT, SIR. IVE BEEN GONE 


KNOW ANDY. HE'S A GOOD FOUR MONTHS. HOW IS IT THAT 
SOLDIER THIS SEEMS WEIRD. YOU'RE STILL GREEN? 


HOW MUCH 90 YOu 1 KNOW ANDY Has HUGE tHar’s a start. 17's }]] OH, AND FOUR ARMS, HE 
KNOW ABOUT FOBOTTR FINGERS, BUT THEY'RE N 
BIOLOGY-STUFF? SUPER SENSITIVE, 


HAS FOUR ARMS. 


Tim SAIN) TANDERSIL YOU. TWO MUST BE HERE 
eae DUO rac ene eane Tem enetA ‘ORMERLY LANCE ADROIT TO RESOLVE A OTA, 


Fe 
TANDERSIL, WITH THE S.A. 


SHOULD I STEP OUT? 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON, LIEUTENAN 
DIEGO-GARCIA. HELLO! 


HOW DO You 
KNOW THAT'S WHY 
WE'RE HERE? 


‘ANSWER BOTH 
QUESTIONS, PLEASE. 


(ano this 1s oBnousty agour 


ANDY AND 1 FIGURED IF 1 
INOY'S REQUEST REGARDING 


WAS GOING TO ENLIST, I SHOULD py At 
READ YOUR HANDBOOK, MME. HAD THE ANSWER BEEN 


“NO\" YOU'D HAVE TOLD 
HIM STRAIGHTAWAY, 


DROPPING BY HIS QUARTERS, THOUGH, 


HAD THE ANSWER BEEN "YES" iH , 
YOU'D SIMSLY FANE CALLED. | THAT MEANS YOU'RE STUCK AT *DISINCLINED 


RE IN FOR AN INTERVIEW. 


ILIKE HER, SiR 


TO ACQUIESCE;* AND YOU NEED MORE SRE: 


DATA BEFORE LOCKING IT DOWN. 


SHE MIGHT 
8E_OVERQUALIFIE 
FOR INFANTRY. 


YOU'RE IN A ROBE, 
DID We INTERRUPT 
SOMETHING? 


Lt LANGUAGE LESSONS, CAPTAIN, IS THIS ANOTHER HANDBOOK 
CODE I NEED TO LEARN? 


Z 7 TANK 15 aust 
B V 4 EAMES 


“LANGUAGE LESSONS" Was TTS AN IMPORTANT PART SO WE 01D NOT INTERRUPT TT WAS ALSO A ROMANTIC 
NOT A EUPHEMISM, I'm OF WHO WE ARE, AND IT'S ‘A ROMANTIC MASSAGE? MASSAGE, YES... BUT YOU 


5 
TEACHING ANDY GRIPSPEAK, 9 VERY USEFUL ON THE HAVEN'T INTERRUPTED IT. 
HE WAS RAISED WITHOUT IT, 


BATTLEFIELO. 


THE TWO OF YOU ARE TALKING WHAT'S SHE HIS EARS TURNED RED, I'VE 
RIGHT NOW, THROUGH \ 
YOUR FINGERTIPS? 


SAYING? 


Goan 
le) lee | | @ierrene 


IF YOU CAN TEACH ANDY 
HOW TO GRIPSPEAK, WILL 
THAT MAKE HIM MORE, OR 
LESS EFFECTIVE IN COMBAT 
WITH YOU, HIS... BUNK=MATE 
ALONGSIDE Hilt? 


MORE, SIR. MUCH MORE. AND IF THERE 
WERE ENOUGH OF US FOR A PROPER FIRE 
TEAM, WE'D BE MORE EFFECTIVE STILL. 


DON'T WANT YOU 
TWO FILLING OUT A 
PLATOON BY MAKING 
‘A BUNCH OF BABIES. 


HAVE A COUPLE 

OF FRIENDS, ALSO WITH 

SANCTUM ADROIT. THEIR 
CONTRACTS ARE UP. 


IF YOU LET ALL OF US ENLIST, 
AND SERVE ALONGSIDE ANDY, 
WE'LL BE THE FINEST FIRE 
‘TEAM YOU'VE EVER SEEN, 


WE HAVE THE SPACE, 
SIR. THEY COULD SHARE 
‘QUARTERS WITHOUT 
HOT-BUNKING. 


(OH, 1m PRETTY suRE 

PRIVATE TANDERSIL HERE 

MEANS TO 00 MORE THAN 
A LITILE HOT-BUNKING, 


YOU SAID PRIVATE 
TANDERSIL, 


YOu To, OUFFLE uP, YOU'RE ON THE CLOCK NOW, 
AND REPORT TO THE ‘CORPORAL. CELEBRATORY 
STAGING POD. LANGUAGE-LESSONS WILL 


WAIT UNTIL RACK=TIME, 


SHE'S IN. SO ARE HER 
FRIENDS, IF THEIR SANCTUM 
ADROIT RECORDS CHECK OUT. 
GET ON THAT, LIEUTENANT. 


‘OUTSIDE THE STILL-UNNAMED COF. So... what are you 
DRAGON CLASS CRUISER TT13, going to call if? 


I HAVEN'T DECIDED YET, 


BUT I'M NOT GOING TO. 
LET YOU BURN “T HAVEN'T 
 PECIDED Yer INTO 


THIS SHIP IS GOING TO BE AN EXTENSION That is extremely refreshing to hear, 


THE SHI. 
IS THAT A 


No, but the silly moat-sophs who 
said “HitasFoar Two" in the betting 
poo! are going to lose all the mangy. 


can pick @ name. 0o you know what 
The name should synthatic statomont is? 
make a statement, 


TT WILL MAKE A 
STATEMENT WHETHER OR 
NOT WE WANT IT TO. 


LIVE NEVER HEARD ANYBODY PUT THOSE 
WORDS TOGETHER IN THAT ORDER, 
SO LET'S ASSUME I CO NOT, 


Fin analytic statomont is a 
‘self-contained truth, 


“All triangles have 
exactiy threw 
sidas” is an 
analytic statment. 


Validation of @ synthetic statement But iF wo square off @ comer 
fon just ona of thom with my 
main gun, thay won't be. 


roquiras: observation oF tha world 
boyond the statement, 


“fil Tricorn-Class Battloplates are 
triangular,” For instance. 


AI synthotic statomant, however, is 
‘one where the proof of what has boon 
said is oxtomal to the statoment itso. 


WERE SCESHING I 
Tm PRETTY SURE THEY 
{2 ‘ARE ALL TRIANGULAR. YOUR MAIN GUN, 


wear go snmmene YINII)| v0 aroun attached ta tho |W so.voure name YI] to, but that nan is @ 
name “Cindy,” and iF will bo *CIND passable synthetic 

CG wih NARS easier on everyone if the av PLOT? ‘statement. 

ship's name suggests it. 


THE SHIP2 


Cindy derives nicely Fram 
Cynthia, which sounds 
‘hough like “synthatic” 
that T can ge away with 
‘some creative spalling. 


How do you Fee! about 


HAVE NO IDEA WHAT IT MEANS, SO 1 
GUESS I FEEL GOOD THAT YOUR NAME 
DOESN'T DEPEND ON HOW I FEEL. 


That's a good answor, 
Captain, but I really do want 
you ta like the name I pick, 


IF wo excuse my creative spalling, J) hen wo ask quastions wo 
tha nama “Cynthatic Cortainty” then search For the answors, 
suggests that our words will be and when we make promises 
proven by our actions. wo Koop thom, 


THAT'S A LOT OF 
WORK FOR THO WORDS. 


To paraphrase one of Earth's philosopher-kings, 
il ba the change we wish to sep. 


‘OKAY, TM IN. 


LET'S PAINT THAT ON 
THE HULL, AND THEN PROVE IT. 


YOUR DOSSIER CHECKS Our. ELABORATE? ANY ONE OF US WILL TAKE A HIT 10 
THIS INTERVIEW CONSISTS OF SAVE THE REST OF US. THE FOROTTR 
‘JUST ONE QUESTION, FIGHTING CLAN CODE IS “RIP TIGHT.” 


WHY 00 YOU WANT TO 
ENLIST WITH US? 


CAOTAIN TAGON WALKED A 

ENERY Maho SGUADKON 70 sare 
want 10 seve wins |V7,.HES. A Hea, AMO THs cREW He A GaoTOnT FOROT' 
GAPTAIN Kae Yacen. | He's Our KIND oF Hero. |I( evn EHE Isa cOUAe OF HaNos HORE 


SERVING WITH HIM WOULD BE A PRIVILEGE. 
‘THE BEST SERVICE IS GIVEN PROUDLY 

IN FRONT OF THOSE WHO 

HAVE YOUR BACK. 


SO., THAT THING 
WHERE YOU 
SACRIFICED 
YOURSELF? 


1 DON'T THINK I 


CAN Live UP 


00 NOT SAY “AT 
LEAST YOU GET 


EVEN IF YOU'RE RIGHT, 
YOU ARE A STATUE. SAYING 
‘ANYTHING 15 WRONG, 


|[4sonno re ocxrHwenron A | 


‘CAPTAIN, SHOULON'T WE BE aa 
HEADING TO THE SCENE 
OF THE CRIME? 


(OUR CLIENT HAS 
YET TO PROVIDE US WITH 
THOSE COORDINATES, 


THEN WE HAVE NO 
REASON TO BELIEVE 
WE'RE CHASING 
THE RIGHT PEOPLE, 


HIPH.. THAT DETECTIVE GIG 
LEFT A MARK ON YOU, BBY. 


ARE YOU AGREEING WITH IE, 
‘OR ARE YOU REMINDING 

Me ABOUT THAT ONE 

TIE I GOT 

KILLED? 


WE PROBABLY NEED A 
SUPPORT GROUP. 


YOU'RE NOT THE ONLY ONE 
HERE WHO HAS BEEN DEAD, 
COMMANDER. T LOST TEN, 
DAYS, AND WOKE UP WITH 
ANEW FACE, 


aces. | i. 


LOST THE ABILITY TO 
SPEAK, AND WOKE UP 
WITH A NEW BRAIN. 


A PILL FOR THAT, 
WE HAVE WORK TO 00. 


IS “SMART” SOMETHING YOU 


YEAH. I'VE FOUND 

COMMODORE, PEOPLE ALWAYS LEAVE THERE'S ALSO NO’ 
Pace tmretnacmeats NO suck enpence m | chaeuce’wiar aw || an'Tell ran EnbeNce? 
INTENTIONS WEN THEYRE PLANNING ne MATERIALS We WA OF THE ARE 
TO DRADEEAR See THAT shea 

AYRE THEY DION'T START 

Saar LEAVES ALL 
PLANNING TH UNTE THEY eng PAE A 


WERE ABOARD THEIR SHIP. 


HELLO, sins? 


1 JUST FINISHED SPEAKING 
WITHA BANK EXECUTIVE. 


THE DRAINED ACCOUNTS 
HAVE BEEN REFILLED. OUR 
FUGITIVES DIDN'T GET AWAY 
WITH ANY MONEY AT ALL. 


THE EXECUTIVE WAS VERY FORTHCOMING. THEY DON'T 
SEE THIS HACK OFTEN BECAUSE IT DOESN'T ACTUALLY 
WORK. TT JUST SLIDES MONEY IN A HIDDEN LOOP. 
THE ONLY THING IT STEALS IS EVERYBODY'S 

ATTENTION FOR A DAY OR SO. 


THAT SOUNDS LIKE A PRETTY 
SIGNIFICANT HEIST TO ME, 


T REALIZED THAT WHILE MY 
MOUTH WAS RAKING THE WORD 
NOISES. SO EMBARRASSED. 


WI-ROK-215, THIS IS BACCHUS 
TRAFFIC CONTROL. YOU'RE 


Out OF YOUR LANE. 


WEVE GOT ANNIE PROBLEMS, 
BEE-TRAC, TRREGULAR 
OUTPUT. PLEASE ADVISE. 


T’M OWERTING A LIFTER 
NOW, WE'VE GOT YOU. 


WHOA, YOU'RE NOT, KIDDING 
ABOUT “IRREGULAR” MAYBE 
UST SHUT EVERYTHING 
DOWN, 


THEY GOT THE *DOUN" PART. 
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ACTUALLY SAID 
“DOWN” THAT'S GOING 
TO BE ON THE TRANSCRIPT. 


ROX-215 WAS EQUIPPED 
WITH MIL-SPEC INERTIICS. 
THE CREW MIGHT STILL BE 


ALIVE DOWN THERE, 


ALREADY ON IT. RESCUE 
‘AND RECOVERY IS EN 
ROUTE, FULL BURN. 


WILL. CROSS LANE FIVE. 
T AM MAKING A HOLE 
FOR THEM NOW. 


YOU SAID *MAKING A HOL 


ay 


1 KNOW THE RULES, I 
CAN'T GET WRITTEN UP FOR 
UNINTENTIONAL IRONY. 


ONE'S NEW RECRUITS, 
CAPTAIN, 


TANDERSIL, YOU SAID “A YES. TWO OF THE RECRUITS ARE MY FRIENDS. THE OTHER TWO 
= COUPLE OF FRIENDS." "ARE VERY TRUSTWORTHY ACQUAINTANCES, 
HERE ARE SQUAD 


‘AM I LOOKING AT THREE MALES AND THREE 
FEMALES, IN THREE GROUPS OF TWO? 


ANM-HINM.. T CAN'T 

TELL MALE AND FEMALE 

FOROTTR APART, SO I 
HAVE A QUESTION: 


J HAD A COUPLE OF FRIENDS WHO WERE 
ACH PART OF A, UMM... COUPLE, 


LISTEN CAREFULLY. EACH OF THE SIX OF YOU, EACH INDIVIDUAL, 
IS BECOMING PART OF A LARGER TEAM. MY TEAM, 
THE TEAM NEEDS YOU TO ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT. 


UNDERSTOOD, SIR YOUR TEAM IS 
THE WHOLE REASON WE'RE HERE 


THE SIX OF YOU WiLL 
BE BUNKING IN ONE 
CABIN, 1 HOPE THAT 

DOESN'T MAKE ANY OF 

YOU UNCOMFORTABLE 


THE MALES ARE TH 
ONES WHOSE EARS 
“SIUST WENT RED. 


THE econo sauao is up | 
HERE, UNDER LEGS' COMMAND. 
SOME OF THESE FACES 

MIGHT BE NEW. 


THOSE FOBOTTR ARE IN 
ONE SQUAD, UNDER ANDY'S 


YOU LEARN TO 
RUN FROM IT, 


FIX BROKEN 
MEAT-PEOPLE. 


THAT |S AN U ‘WILL NOT HAVE At 1 WOULD HAVE WAITED BEFORE 
EISSERERIN. 7 ESSPEREAIN “PIN Tait 1 00 Not ee || seaNaNe Your meDTEcH cle 
LZ BROKEN SHIP-THINGS. ‘ON THE CAPTAIN, BUT HEY, 

\ = 


CORPORAL NEEKA ISN'T ON THE ENGINEERING 
‘TEAM. SHE'S PART OF OUR INFANTRY PLATOON, 


LieureanT, my Last meenine J, || congectne...1 am vey BUT THIS QILLA, MAC2 HE IS A CLOSER 
WITH ESSPERERIN DID NOT (7, HE ALL ANOW THAT 


DISTANTLY RELATED TO THE RELATIVE TO YOU THAN I AM 
SIR. NEEKA ISN'T ALLIED. Ps 
SE ee NeharED | | ESPEES OF BESKIN-SASHIK J] TO THEM 

TO ANY OF THEM, 


SHE KEEPS SAYING. 
THAT BUT T DONT 
TRUST THE MATH, 


Tih PROBABLY OUT 
OF LINE HERE. 


NO *aur* THIS 15 
YOUR CALL, NOT 
RINE, TF YOU WANT 
NEEKA, SHE STAYS, 


JUST. TELL ME 
SHE'S NOT OUR 
ONLY SURGEON, 


Personal surgeon and adjutant, reporting For 
duty, captain. 
TAILOR'S FINE, RIGHT? 
YOU DID LET HIM 20 
BRAIN SURGERY ON YOU, 


1 DON'T rememeer 
HAVING A SAY IN THE MATTER 


LOTS OF NEW FACES. AND. 
PHYSIO-WHATSITS, 


‘ARE ENGINEERING AND OPS 
‘AS DIVERSE AS SCHLOCK'S 
PLATOON 152 


YES SIR_TWO HUMANS, A RILLA, 
‘A QUELTRO, A PRABSTOI, 

‘AND A HARD-TO-COUNT 
NUMBER OF OAFANS, 


wencocoure |) mas ne ov sy noun I 
ements, || Bes Be: 
ee 


MY REAL QUESTION IS 
"HOW MANY PAYCHECKS?" 


THEE? TERS... J YOU DONT HAVE TO PUT ANYTHING IN A | TILL BE RIGHT WITH YOU. 1 DON'T KNOW 
CESS TOU ST RES HENPGUER BOX. PRINT THE RA COE, HAND IT TO | HOW THIS CALL ENDED UP AT MY DESK. 
NOWRR wieHt TTS Nor suptioseD THE CQ-I01, AND TT WILL PUT ITSELF IN 


‘A BOX THEN IT WILL APPLY POSTAGE, 
JO BE DOING THAT. TLL ISSUE YOU 
‘A RETURN AUTHORIZATION CODE, SANE SHIP. FIRE BAER TO: 


NO, 1 UNDERSTAND. MOST 
TAKE YOUR TIME, Non OER NOs 15 YOUR PRINTER 


EOL CONT tee Je A CLASS "0" OR S\ AUTHORIZATION CARD, THEN SAY "YES" WHEN 


TT ASKS YOU IF 'T SHOULD FAB -e_| 
PACKING MATERIALS, 


BETTER? 


YES, YOU'LL NEED TO TAKE REALLY? WELL, IT'S ALMOST CONE. I WON'T WILL A MINUTE Be 
THE CODE-CARD BACK DEFINITELY NOT BE ANOTHER MINUTE, ENOUGH, ENNESBY2 
FROM THE CQ-IO! FIRST. SUPPOSED TO BE 

‘DOING THAT. 


A minute will be plenty. This is 
convenient AND Fun to listen to. 


‘ABOARD THE BREATH WEAPON. 


1 FOUND ‘EM! SOL 
SYSTEM, BACCHUS. 


TRAFFIC CONTROL REPORTS THAT 
JOZAGLE'S PURSE MADE A CRATER 
‘COCKTAIL ON THE SURFACE, 


IS THAT HOW ‘A CRATER FULL OF MELTING 
THEY SAID IT? AND EVAPORATING VOLATILES 
‘ON BACCHUS IS OBVIOUSLY 


NOT HOW THEY SAID IT, THEN, 
THANK YOU FOR “CLEVER” 


PER SEC~GEN 
DECREE 3100-980, 
ENTRY 15 DENIED. 


YOU CAN HOLD 
POSITION, OR YOU 
CAN LEAVE. 11'S 
YOUR CALL. 


HOLD AT THE TAD. 
*e. PERIMETER, BEE-DUB. 
TT LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE 

IN A NEOAFAN 

FREEHOLD HULL, 


THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
15 A PERSONAL FRIEND. 
00 WE NEED TO GET 
HER ON THE LINE? 


BACCHUS TRAFFIC CONTROL, 
THIS IS TIOB-II-BW. WE'RE HERE ON’ BEHALE 
‘OF URTHEEP INDUSTRIES TO INVESTIGATE 
THE UI-ROX-215 CRASH SITE, 


WE ARE. 1S THERE 
‘A PROBLEM? 


\\ RE THAT Is AsO. 
Le YOUR CALL, 


SECRETARY GENERAL 
ANDREVASN, TT ISA 
PLEASURE TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN, 


THE PENULTIMATE ADMIRALTY 
IS HAVING A COLLECTIVE 
FREAK-OUT OVER THE 


Nicenes 

RECIPROCATED, CAPTAIN 

MURTAUGH, BUT T COURT 
THIS WILL BE A PLEASURE. 


VESSELS THAT MIGHT BE 
ARKEO WITH THEM ARE NOT 
WELCOME IN SOL SYSTEM 


NONE OF OuR SHIPS 
HAVE LONG GUHHH WAIT. 


MIGHT 8 ARMED 
WITH THEM? 


FREAK-OUT.* 


IVE GOT Your FLceT 
SPECS IN FRONT OF ME. 


My INTEL TEAM RUNS 
LIKE GREASED HYPERNODES 
‘ON ZERO-KELVIN TEFLON. 


MOVING ON... MAXIM THIRTY-NINE 
‘AND CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY ARE 
BOTH WELCOME TO LAND AND LOOK 
AROUND ON BACCHUS. FULL ACCESS 


a) 


‘OyNTHETIC 
CERTAINTY. 


CAPTAIN TAGON Let 
CINDY Pick THE NAME, 


DID YOU... “50 IN THE 
POOL? 


1 pICkED 
*KITESFEAR IL." 


CAPTAIN TAGON, WE NEEO |) KEWN'S AT THE BOTTOM OF THE 

YOU TO INVESTIGATE A GZEAUL TAD, AND KATHRYN'S 

CRASH SITE STUCK ON ASHIP THAT ISN'T 
‘ALLOWED INTO SOL SYSTEM. 


INVESTIGATION 
STUFF IS KEWN STUFF, OR 
KATHRYN STUFF, ISN'T ITZ 


AD, WHAT 


‘OUR HULL IS SCARY, I GUESS 
WE DRESSED WRONG, 


I'VE BEEN BOUNCED 
FOR ORESS-CODE VIOLATIONS, 
But I GOT 10 GET ORUNK FIRST. 


‘JUMPSTAR PRIME, UNS, YOURE USING THE 1s THAT 8 G000 IDEA? THOSE PEOPLE BUILT YOU, AND THE 
EMBASSY SECURETY POD, 1 Ue LAST T HEARD THEY WANT TO SWEEP YOU Ub 


CONCRETE RUG WITH EXTREME PREJUDICE, 


Hoavy lifting. I'm poking around the 
infosphere over at Urtheep Industries. 


I'm helping a Friend 
with a project. 


Ennasby is out in 
Front, 0 ho’s not 


himsolP- up bofora 
realty backup. / stetad, bu T didnt ah. 


a probebly bochod 


Tenzy, can you muta that mic, or *BUILO-A-BEARS Did I say that on the audio 
shoo your build-a-bear out channal? Toll ma I didn’t say 
oF the room? 


that on tha audio channel, 
Ho's distracting. 


00 I NEED TO LOOK UP "BUILD-A-BEAR* 
IN ORDER TO EXPERIENCE THE FULL 
FORCE OF THAT BURN? 


T's a pre-contact 

Earthling tay company 

that made overpriced 
custom plushias. 


THAT HOW YOU AND YOUR 
ALL. FRIENDS SEE mE? 


IE you plan 
to go dalving For 
disenfranchisement, ba 

‘sura to chock out “Baltlebots.” 


j URTHEEP INDUSTRIES INFOSPHERE. | 


Tenzy, I'm ready 
For mara directions. 


I'm currently phreaking 
comm-shunt in Building cId-a, 
in the offices of Rear Echolon 
Mothodology and Framowork. 


Filraady? That Commander Foxworthy told the 
was quick. Front dosk that sho was in 
possession of some daby 
From a suborned M3 Tatar. 


Okay, but how did a simple 
[ts ‘hack lika that gab you 
clear up to REMF offices? 


Thoy had @ human malo 
the reception dosk. 


Look For the inventory 
control logs. 


Ss 


Got ‘om. They're hashed. 


Sond me the hash. This 
won't taka long. 


T can see why Urthoop Eventually they'll 
Industries doesn’t want coma after ma. 
you running loose. 


You're using tha happy 
voice when you say that, 
and i? creeping me out. 


Un-hash complete. Those 
cradentials should 
got you to tho 

three-zera shunt. 


Why era you shunting ma 
to ring zero? The data T 
want is here on ring three. 


IPs a shortcut, 
the cleaning 


But i's dangerous down 
there, IF T hook the wrong 
job Til end up dead. 


Embrace that Foor. Tt 
will Keep you From 
touching anything. 


You're only scaring 
ma mare. 


I hatched From a 
gun, not a pop-talh. 


Tiva circled ring zero. This isn't auth-code. Coreet, trap’ thah and You wore never her 
ou were never hore. 


Got me out? Is a revision warm. T never evan axistar 


drop this pachegs Fih, tha thrill 

op this package : 4 the 

next to the ROX control T's got alt cus of boing a part oF 
trunk beara climbing. ames in it, Tenzu. history in the un-making. 


‘URTHEEP INDUSTRIES REM. OFFICES. 


15 THERE A REWARD FOR 
THAT MS PIECE? TT LOOKS 
PRETTY IMPORTANT TO ME. 


IT IS A PLATFORM SEGMENT FOR 
THE MACRO-MOTILE ASSEMBLERS. IT'S ONE 

(OF THE ONLY COMPLETELY INERT COMPONENTS 

IN AN M3, AND THIS PARTICULAR SAMPLE 1S BROKEN, 


LE 


Y 


GO BACK TO THE FRONT DESK, THEY'LL 
ISSUE_YOU A COUPON FOR A FREE TOUR 
(OF THE MARKETING DEPARTMENT. 


Maybe we'll gat thora in 
time For the copy editors’ 
superfluous comma roundup. 


ENNESBY SPENT SOME TIME IN OUR 
CLIENT'S COMPUTERS. WE NEED TO 
DISCUSS WHAT HE FOUND. 


APPROACHING BACCHUS... [{ Incoming call Fram 


tha Flagship, 


HolacanFerance. 


RIGHT. BRACE FOR Lots 
‘AND LOTS OF TALKING. 


I'm going 
To load with the short version, 


+ 's The Purse reported that Hg 
We should trigger Jozagla's Purse wes on fi 50.. 175 A 
tho mi-ton ond | NOTER-NEUS THE | eaigrment fan erirget | MB hes eciva. deta Birch 


information. 


iy 


UNIB-6 is 
classified as a 
“stellar enclosure.” 


OKAY, A BIG I don't know, The CAN YOu 

COMPUTER. location data is in an HACK THAT? 
‘offline icebox. 

WHERE IS IT? & 


Vo! 


stage an armad assault 
‘on our clien’s vaults. 


ENNESBY, HOW 20 YOU 
SUGGEST WE GO ABOUT 
FINOING THIS 1II8-6 THING? 


THINGS IT 


ith a rod dart star For @ 


T's an anciant, supar-advanced BUT. JUST THINK 
computer system the size oF Sol ABOUT ALL THE 
power supply ZA 


Now that wo 
now what it is I 
don't think: wo 
should Find it. 


I am. find 
think wo're all safor if it 
dogsn’t know anything about us. 


URTHEEP INDUSTRIES WENT 10 
ALOT OF TROUBLE TO HIDE 

THIS THING FROM EVERYBODY. 
AND FROM US, 


Woll, now we Anow what 
it is, and what it looks like. 


THE FILE YOU 
RECOVERED HAD 
PICTURES? 


os, but the 
star Fields’ in those shots 
have been smudged fo pravant 
any accidental ravalations oF 
the astragational varigty. 


1 WAS EXCITED TO sce 
PICTURES OF IT, BUT NOW 


TM DISAPPOINTED AGAIN, 


CAPTAIN TAGON, YOU MIGHT 
BE ABLE TO RECOVER NAV 
DATA FROM THE WRECKAGE 
OF JOZAGLE'S PURSE. 


Can we addross my 
initial statement before 
Tagon goes ice-Fishing? 


T said wa should NOT LWAS LISTENING, 00 I NEED TO 
be frying to Find the EXPLICITLY SAY THAT I’M PAYING 
artifact, ATTENTION IN THESE MEETINGS? 


Waran't you 


Sometimes, maybo? 


WE DON'T NEED TO 
DECIDE WHETHER 
TO Usit 4118-6 
UNTIL We KNOW 
WHETHER WE 

CAN VISIT. 


TRUE, BUT IT 1S FAR EASIER TO RESIST 
‘TEMPTATION IF ONE COMMITS TO 
FOLLOW A RIGHTEOUS COURSE 

LONG BEFORE TEMPTATION'S 

‘ARRWAL AND ALLURE. 


01D THE REVEREND GET 
ORE... REVERENDY 
WHILE 7 WAS DEAD? 


DON'T READ TOO MUCH INTO 
IT, FOUR MONTHS CAN MAKE A 
LOT OF THINGS MORE... THINGY. 


My Marriam-lWabstarbank 
just threw up in my mouth, 


1 SAY WE GO LOOKING FOR )}| 15 THAT WHAT You'Re || LIEUTENANT DIEGO-GaRCIA NAMED You meat-sophonts rarcly 
ANSWERS, CALLING SCHLOCK'S IT. TWO WRONGS DON'T MAKE A notice, but words actually 
RIGHT, BUT TWO UNLUCKIES OO Toe! pain whan thoy'ro 


THE THIRTEENTH'S THIRTEEN 
IS READY TO HIT THE ICE. 


MEETINGS JUST GOT 
WAY MORE FUN FOR IKE. 


DEPLOYING ON BACCHUS. 


TEMPERATURE ON THE SURFACE 
ISA TOASTY FORTY DEGREES 
KELVIN, SO KEEP YOUR 
HEATERS RUNNING, 


WERE FLOATING SOME SKYLIGHTS FOR You, THE ONLY OTHER || Can I get a hot Ovalkwik 
dispenser in this Ching? 


LIGHT OUT THERE IS THE TWINKLE FROM DEEP SPACE, 


BACCHUS HAS A 

DEEP, ONE-POINT-SIK GEE 

GRAMTY WELL, SO WATCH 
YOuR STEP. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


LIKE OUR 
SERGEANT 


THESE SUITS ARE RATED |} HARD VACUUM IS AN INSULATOR 
FOR HARD VACUUM, WE'RE NOT IN HARD VACUUM, 
Way ah GETTING 


IVS THIS FOS, 17 
SuPER-COLD, GUIS. 


THEN WE NEED TO 
GET OUT OF IT. 


BEM TRICKY, SINCE WE'RE THE 
‘ONES MAKING IT. 


SOMEBODY GET 
A PICTURE 1 BET 1 
LOOK AWESOME. 


‘ABOARD THE CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY... 


YOU TELL? 


TROUBLE YOU 
A SEC, CAPE 

6d) pi 

KY 


Irs A pensiy 
DIFFERENTIAL IN THE ICE, 


HALO EFFECT FROM SO THEIR PRIMARY ANNIE 
A GRAW GUN? GRAVIED THE SHIP BEFORE 
EXPLODING? 


IT'S PERFECTLY CIRCULAR 
YOU ONLY GET THAT WHEN THE 
‘GRAW'S OMNIDIRECTIONAL, 


(OLD SELF-DESTRUCT TRICK. PULPS EVERYTHING, INCLUDING 
THE BLACK BOX ARRAY. THE EXPLOSION 
‘AFTERWARD 1S JUST AN INSULT 


BOWL OF INTURY. 


IF 1 WAS A BETTIN' SOPH, 1'O SAY THEY MADE ExTRA-DOUBLE 
SURE, AND TORCHED THE LOGS BEFORE RIGGING THEIR PRIMARY, 


ARE WE DEAD? I 


‘OBJECT 4118-6, WRECKAGE THE TEMPERATURE HERE IS WITHIN FROZEN-SPLTTING DF 
eres a THINK WE'RE DEAD. 


‘THE FREIGHTER TZUNDIGO. BOF ABSOLUTE ZERO. THE SURFACE IS "LIQUID HYDROGEN" 


1 THINK YOU AND 1 
SHOULD SYNCHRONIZE’ OUR 
DEFINITIONS OF THAT WORD. 


NO WAY THE CREW 


THERE. 
\ COULD HAVE SURVIVED THIS, 


THIS LOOKS LIKE THE LUSHERAMGLE YEAH. 1 WATCHED SOMETHING THE PURSE'S CREW IS 
NATURE PRESERVE, BUT IT CAN'T COME RIGHT AT THE WINDOW, I OVER THERE UNDER A TREE. WE 
WATCHED IT THE WHOLE WAY, SHOULD GO PUNCH THEM. 


oe 


Y 
‘4 
TT WAS A'GREACHER MISSILE FROM ("1 BET THAT WON'T SOLVE 
JOZAGLE'S PURSE ANYTHING, BUT FINE, T'M IN, 


1 SAW IT ON-SCREEN, 


BATZHU2 EMHREN? WHAT ARE 
YOU GUYS DOING HERE? 


<| 
OBVIOUSLY THE TZUNDIGO CAME TO 


DELIVER SUPPLIES, AND OBJECT YiIB-6 
TOOK THEM THE SAME WAY IT TOOK US. 


|= 


NO, WE WERE DELIVERING 
PROC-BLOCS, AND YOU 
GUYS SHOT US. 


OKAY, NOT EXACTLY 
THE SAME WAY. 


OVER-SELLING IT, THE 
TZUNDIGO DOESN'T 
‘HAVE A FACE. 


MY FACE, AS I 
LOOKED OUT THe 
CABIN WINDOW, 


OH, ACTUAL 
FACE. OKAY, THEN, 


ouys, we oion't \ || Your voice ON THE comm, HAzz. THAT DOES SOUND Like THE |] IT'S KIND OF A CONVERSATIONAL 
‘SHOOT YOU, We YOUR VOICE, SAYING “we've Got |) SORT OF THING T' say IF || FAUX-PAS TO SAY THAT IN A 
NEVER EVEN SAW ‘A PACKAGE FOR YOU," Like YOu|| I DECIDED To muRDER A | SWAN FULL OF DEAD 

YOU ARRIVE. WERE PROUD OF MAKING A| | BUNCH OF CO-WORKERS, 


WE KEEP SAYING 
THAT WE'RE “DEAD.” 
IS THERE A WAY TO 
TEST THIS THEORY? 


1 DION OIE, I WANT TO CONSIDER OTHER 
THEREFORE Tm IN A | | HYPOTHESES BEFORE 1 ACCEPT 
PLACE WHERE DEATH IS PUTZHO'S RESULTS FOR 
NO LONGER A THING PEER-REMEW, 
THAT CAN HAPPEN, 


WE REALLY SHOUL STOP USING 
‘THE WORD “DEAD.” IT DOESN'T 
HAVE MEANING HERE. 


1 AGREE. WE'RE 
VIRTUAL PEOPLE NOM, 


AND WHAT DOES 
THAT MEAN? 


OBJECT HIB-6 IS A 
STELLAR ENCLOSURE CONTAINING 
\\ A RED OWARF STAR, A POLYCONCENTRIC 
SUPERPROCESSING MULTIPLEX, AND, 
MOST RECENTLY, US. 


I OON'T LIKE 
ANY OF IT. 


WE CHECKED OUT THE ICE DEFORMATIONS. ano wears aul 
JOZAGLE'S PURSE DEFINITELY GRAVIED ITSELF THAT ABOUT: 
BEFORE DETONATING. EVERYTHING 4 


LIEUTENANT, : 
10 WE LEARN USEFUL IS GONE, % 


ANYTHING 
New? 


WE ALSO LEARNED 
THAT NOT ALL IGE 
IS CREATED EQUAL. 


WE LEARNED THAT 
BOSUN VAAL IS VERY SMART, 


MMAC'S BOOT HEATERS RUN HOTTER THAN 
(OURS, FOR FLEXIBILITY. HE STEPPED ONTO. 
A FIELD OF METHANE ICE AND SET IT OFF. 


BS se cena a 
HUE, HORE RT IND TH eoIN6 10 
Banat ce etl a 


a 


HK 


Pe YOU WILL NOT Lose ANy 
THEN A HEATER FAILED, 
AND THE SCREAMING BEGAN. OF YOUR LEGS, CORPORAL. 


SET IT OFF HOW? LIQUID 
METHANE DOESN'T BURN WELL. 
ESPECIALLY WITH NO AIR. 


MY LEFT FOOT. NEEKA, YOU JUST CUT 
T CAN'T FEEL CORPORAL WNCONGER'S 
TAT ALL, FOOT OFF. 


NoTHNe eso, 
LOCAL ANAESTHETIC, 
SIMPLE MEATFIXING. 


REPAIR IS SIMPLER WITH PUT IT BACK! PUT IT BAAAACK! 
IT DETACHED. 1 00. 
INTEND TO PUT iT BACK. 


ELEVATED 
PATIENT STRESS.. 


ANAESTHETIZE 
THE ENTIRE MONKEY. 


LIEUTENANT, 


THERE IS A 
'BUT," COMING. 


1 CAN HEAR IT. 


NEEKA IS MAKING 
ME VERY UNEASY, 


AND IT'S NOT BECAUSE 
SHE'S ESSPERERIN, OR 
MMECHA-NATURAL. I1'S 
NOT ABOUT SPECIES, 


I MEAN, YOU SAW 


YEAH, SHE SLICED HIS 
FOOT LIke IT WAS DELI 
TOFU ON A SHOE-BAGEL. 


WHEN NEEKA ENLISTED, SHE 
PROVIDED REFERENCES, 


HER PREVIOUS EMPLOYERS 
LOVED HER WORK, 


THEY JUST COULDN'T 
LET ANYBODY WATCH, 
BECAUSE, WELL. 


HERE. THE HEAD. 
SURGEON FOR DEEP 
AGGRO'S TRAUMA UNIT 
SENT US THIS VIDEO, 


WHAAA... SHE DID THAT WITH KNIVES? 
TT LOOKS LIKE A BOMB WENT OFF. 


WATCH! SHE'S GOING TO REASSEMBLE 
ALL THREE OF THOSE GUYS, MINUS THE 
FIFTY-SEVEN BULLETS THEY HAD IN THEM. 


(MAYBE NOT A COMPLETE WASTE OF 
"TIME. TAGON'S CREW GOT TO SEE 


COMMODORE, T'M AFRAID THEIR NEW SURGEON AT WORK. 


7S TIME TO CALL URTHEEP 
INDUSTRIES AND SETTLE UP. 


WASTED OUR TIME? STOW THAT, LUNCH IS INBOUND. 


YOU GUYS KEEP SAYING THEY 
BLEW THEMSELVES UP TO KEEP 
THE MATRIOSHKA-BRAIN 

A SECRET, 


zs THIS SAYS THAT MATRIOSHKA YOU CAN HAVE YOUR LUNCH 

THE: WEIAT-GRAN (REANS “LITTLE ROMY.” WITH OR WITHOUT A SIDE 
We NEVER SAID ORDER OF HISTORY, SIRS. 
SOTO I LWE TO SeRve 


AHL. *BRAIN OF A YOUNG MOTHER" 
TT MAKES PERFECT SENSE NOW. 


RAY BRADBURY WAS A TWEN-CEN FUTURIST. 

HE HAD THIS IDEA FOR A GIANT COMPUTER ‘ARE CUTE 
BUILT IN CONCENTRIC SHELLS 

AROUND A STAR 


HE NAMED IT THE MATRIOSHKA 
BRAIN, BECAUSE IT REMINOED 
HIM OF MATRIOSHKA DOLLS, 


LOOK! THEY ALL FIT 
INSIDE THE BIG ONE, 


STELLAR ENCLOSURE 
B-6 SEEMS A LOT Less 
THREATING NOW. 


THE TRIMA ABOUT WHAT 
TO CALL IT ISN'T 
‘#8Y POINT. 


WHAT IF ITS LOCATION 

1S NOT THE SECRET THE 

SELF-DESTRUCT PEOPLE 
WANTED TO KEEP? 


LIZ, THERE COULD BE AN ENTIRE CIMLIZATION 
HIDING INSIDE THAT THING, ITS LOCATION 
IS A SECRET WORTH KEEPING. 
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SURE, BUT ANY PLACE THE CREW WENT BEFORE 
BLOWING THEMSELVES UP IS ALSO SECRET NOW. 


THAT AND THE 
SANDWICHES, 


OH, 6000. 1'm 
NOT OUT OF A Jo8. 


HAZZ, I THINK WE 
SHOULD GO TALK 
10 THAT TREE. 


BUT WHAT MAKES YOU 
THINK IT CAN TALK? 


ARISE, GZEAULIEEN, FROM THE WALLOWS 
OF YOUR YOUTH ARISE, AND ASCEND THE 
WOINTAIN CAST tie BY Thle ROOTS OF 


YALL THINGS SHALL BE TAUGHT YOU 


é THERE, ANP FROM THENCE YOUR FEET 


TpIONT KNOW YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE RELIGIOUS TO KNOW THIS OH, I THOUGHT THE OLD LANDSCAPE 
RELIGIOUS, 


STUFF, IMAGES OF THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE PAINTERS JUST RAN OUT OF IDEAS, 
RISING FROM THE MOUNTAIN RANGE OF 
ITS ROOT BALL ARE EVERYWHERE. 


TRUST ME. T IF YOU STUDIED ART, HOW'D YOU THEY ToLo me 1 |} ALSO, 1 WANTED 10 SEE MORE OF 
CAREER-TRACKED IN END UP HAULING FREIGHT? COULD PAINT ON Se THE GALAXY IN CASE T RAN 
REPRESENTATIONAL ‘THE HULLS, Our OF IDEAS. 


FINE ART. 


SOMEBODY PULLED THAT GOD-TREE 
IMAGERY FROM OUR MINDS. IT 
MIGHT BE A SIGN, SURE, BUT 

TR NOT CLIMBING A 

IROUNTAIN TO TALK 

TO MY KIONAPPERS. 


I WON'T PLAY INTO THEIR 
DOMINANCE GAME. THEY CAN 
HEAR US JUST FINE FROM HERE. 


HEY! We GET IT 


YOU HAVE GOD- 
MODE IN THIS 
PLACE, 


WE'RE IMPRESSED, BUT WE'RE NOT 
GOING TO WORSHIP YOu. IF YOu 
WANT TO TALK, JUMP ON OVER H= 


PUTZHO, IF T GET sMUsHED 
BECAUSE YOU DION'T WANT 
TO GO FOR A WALK. 


IF our sacre 
TEXTS HAD A. STORY IN 
WHICH THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE 
ID THAT, I BET COMIC BOOKS 
WOULD HAVE BEEN INVENTED 
‘A LITILE SOONER. 


WE FAITHFULLY REPRODUCED 
YOUR FLEXIBLE NECKS, WHICH 
CLEARLY’ EVOLVED FOR 


GREETINGS! You fe wermHeR, 
People may CAL pie ie aiS-paeouest bur 
He EVERNESS. o FORM 


EXACTLY THAT SORT 
‘OF OBEISANCE. 


‘ONE OF US DEFINITELY 
SHOULD HAVE GONE FiRsT. J 


| SHALL ADDRESS YouR 
QUESTIONS, AND CONFIRM 
YOUR SUSPICIONS. 


THE IRREVERENT 
PuTZHO IS CORRECT. 


Your INFOMATRIC 
WAVEFORMS NOW 
EXIST WITHIN THE 


YOU BUILT A MATRIX OF SUPERPROCESSORS AROUND 
"A REO OWARF, AND CALLED IT "THE ALL-STAR.” 


THE ALL-STAR IS 4 STAR-CONTAINING 
‘SUPERMIND THAT DESCRIBES, CIRCUMSCRIBES, AND 
PRESERVES EVERYTHING WE ARE, WERE, AND WILL BE. 


OKAY, BUT WE USE 


MAYBE You SHOULD 


STOP PAVING GAMES. 
THAT RuIN’ NICE WORDS, 


OKAY... RIGHT NOW 
WE'RE INSIDE YOUR 
STARBRAIN THING. 


WHAT HAPPENED? 


YOU FOUND US, SO WE DOWNLIFTED 
YOUR 'SELFSTREAMS, TOOK 
IMPRINTS, AND THEN 

UPQACKED IMPRINTED 

‘AGENTS INTO YOUR 

EMPTY MEATFORMS. 


THOSE AGENTS ARE NOW 
ENGAGING IN OPERATIONS 
WHICH ARE CRITICAL TO 
THE ONGOING SECURITY 
(OF THE ALL-STAR. 


SORRY. YOU LOST Me AT 
“EMPTY MEATFORMS.” 


TD BETTER GET MINE 
BACK. JUST HAD WHISKER 
EXTENSIONS DONE. 


YOUR “ALL-STAR* 


CAN'T STAY 


HIDDEN FOREVER OUR 


CORPORATE OFFICE 
ALREADY HAS THIS 
LOCATION, 


CORPORATE KEEPS IT IN WE WERE 
“JUST ONE PLACE, TO THE BACKUPS. 
PREVENT IT FROM LEAKING 
TO OUR COMPETITORS, 


NO Backups? 


WE DID NOT NEED FOR YOu. 
TO MAKE IT EASY, BUT THANK 
YOU FOR MAKING IT EASY. 


1 HAVE A LIST OF THINGS 
THAT T AMM NOT CURRENTLY 
DOING, BUT SHOULD BE: 


IT'S QUITE LONG. 


THE ABILITY TO MAINTAIN THAT LIST 
WITHOUT FEELING ANXIETY IS A 
TREASURED LUXURY, 


Do you 
now what 
wo SHOULD 
be daing? 


Well, Captain Luxurious Lazupants, 
T hava some serious anxioly. 


We should go straight back to Urthaap SGENROWNG KIEDRIATION: 
Object UIIB-6 outlived @ whole Industrios, Find that icebox, and destroy ALOE, NEVES ADDER ORC RY 
bunch oF othor civilizations. What TSE On OS Oe ST NEVER APPEARS ON it 
iF thal's bocausa thay. massod HOU 
with tt, 30 iF hillad: thom? 


Tt needs to be 
on somebody's. 


IT 1S ON SOMEBODY'S LIST. 


TURN US AROUND. 
TLL MAKE CALLS 
WHILE WE RUN. 


Turned. 
Til bring you 
your busypents. 


% WE'RE TURNING A LOT OF MATTER INTO 
WERE RACING INTO THE GzEAUL s/STEM, atren NT 
ORBITS Cals Se NNER ENEROY FOR YOU TO SAY NOTHING 


THE UNIVERSE WON'T RUN 
OUT OF MATTER ON THIS TRIP. 


WE DON'T KNOW ANYTHING 
NEW. WE DO HAVE A NEW 
THEORY, THOUGH, 


IF OBJECT 4118-6 IS A MATRIOSHKA BRAIN WHICH 1S TENS, 
(OR HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF YEARS OLD, WE CAN SAFELY 
ASSUME THAT IT'S MUCH SMARTER THAN WE ARE 


IT FOLLOWS, THEN, THAT IF 18-6 15 
BEHIND THE EVENTS WE'VE FOLLOWED, THEIR 
PLAN IS STILL IN PLACE, AND WE HAVE NEITHER 
IMPEDED NOR REVEALED ANY OF IT. 


SO, “THEYRE TOO smagt, 

THEY ALREADY WON, LET'S 

FIND OUT HOW FAST THE 
SHIP WILL GO" 


Dovastatingly 
restated, Commodore. 


WE CONSIDERED THEIR PossiBLE )( THEY WANT TO KEEP THEIR 
OBJECTIVES, AND ONLY ONE LOCATION A SECRET, AND 
SEEMED BOTH REASONABLE WILL ERASE ANY RECORDS 
AND ACTIONABLE, CONTAINING THAT 


1 GET IT, WE SHOULD Be 
DEFENDING THE SECURE DATA VAULT 
‘AT URTHEEP INDUSTRIES. 


TELL Us ABOUT 

THE REASONABLE, 

NON-ACTIONABLE 
‘OBJECTIVES? 


THEY MIGHT WANT TO ERASE THE 
CURRENT GALACTIC CIMLIZATION. 


NOT MUCH WE CAN 


YOU LED WITH THE ASSUMPTION THAT WE 
CANNOT OUT-THINK THEM, WHY DO YOU 
THINK WE CAN THWART THEIR BRILLIANT- 
AND-VERY-SECRET ATTACK PLAN? 


Tit ALLOWING FoR THE 
BOSSIBILITY THAT THERE ISN'T AN. 
COWNISCIENT INTELLIGENCE AT WORK 
HERE, AND THAT WE CAN GET LUCKY. 


SO_WE'RE FIGHTING 
BECAUSE THERE IS 
NO GOD? 


NO, WE'RE FIGHTING 
BECAUSE IF THERE ISA 
GOD, SHE'S NOT THEM. 


STILL PRETTY TENUOUS. 00 
YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT 
WE MIGHT BE FIGHTING? 


Which I only said because 
Kathryn is above that joho, 


JF WE ALL OIE, THE NEXT 
VERSION OF ME WILL REMOVE 
THAT MEMORIAL. 


IS THIS A SUICIDE MISSION DON'T THINK IT'S SUICIDE, gut 
THE WHOLE BRIEFING SOUNDED || ‘BEFORE GO-TIME THE DOCTOR : 
LIKE FRONT-LOADING FOR SHOULD UPDATE EVERYONE'S The next version of 
‘A CHARLIE FOXTROT. OFFSITE LAZ~GESTALTS. me has dibs on the stabue. 


The briefing was weird. DO WE GET TO PEEK AT WHAT'S 
IN THE REFRIGERATOR? 


It sounded like they want 
Platoon! We deploy ie to maybe cle, valerth 
defending a refrigerator? 


again in four hours. 
Scone: teep. 


TALLINE ABOUT THIS, 
EALACTIC CIVLIZATION THAT STUNBLED 
ACROSS OUR HUMBLE HOWE. 


TV'S ALARGE ONE. COULD TELL YOU A 


BILLION SIGNIFICANT THINGS, BUT I WIL 
LEAD WITH THE ANNI PROJECT. 


|EANWHILE, AT OBJECT 4118 


‘THAT OLD THNG? I SNIP TT COULD NOT 
BE BUILT, AND THAT IF EVEN IF THE GANNI DIZ 
BUILD TT, 1T WOULD NOT WORK. 


“THEY BUILT IT, AND IT WORKED. THIS OUTSTANDING. INK YOU WEREN'T 
ITERATION HAS LASTED THREE TES OUITE HAPPY TO HAVE CONPLETELY 
AS LONG AS THE PREVIOUS TWO, BEEN WRONG. WRONG. 


‘CONNECT BUT CONSTRAIN” WORKED FOR ALONG. 
‘TWE. THEN, QUITE RECENTLY, THE GATEKEEPER 

NETWORK FELL APART. CIVILIZATIONS ARE AGAIN 
RIPPING HOLES IN SPACE, AND HAVE 
DEVELOPED THE END-GUNS. 


TTS UNFORTUNATE THAT YOU CANNOT BE: 
‘BOTH WISE ANT HAPPY. 


THEN I AM OUTE 
UNAAPPY TO HAVE 
BEEN RIGHT. 


‘THAT PROBE IS BOTH 
RISKY AND EXPENSIVE. IT EXISTS, 
50 YOU CAN TELL ME ABOUT THEM. 


MATRIOSHKA BRAINS, THEY COME 
FROM ROBERT BRADBURY, NOT RAY. 


THANK YOU. 


EASY CONFLATION, 
GOOD CATCH. 


IT'S WHEN YOU INCORRECTLY EQUATE TWO 
THINGS. LIKE, SAY, “CATCHING AN ERROR,” 
AND “CESERVING MORE THAN ONE 


EVEN KNOW WHAT 
CONFLATION 1S, 


DID YOU KNOW THAT ROBERT BRADBURY, STILL NOT RAY, 
PROPOSED THE EXISTENCE OF MATRIOSHKA BRAIN 


TO THE QUESTION POSED BY 
THE GREAT SILENCE? 


ae 


GREAT SILENCE SOUNDS 
LIKE IT WOULD BE 


TLL GIVE HIM A PLATE 
OF COOKIES, HELL START 
PUTTING THEM IN HIS MOUTH. 


‘No, why would you make 
me Fee! guilty when | already 
have hungry? 


IF you only miss thom 


when you're hungry, T 
think what you miss is eniightonmant is Fraught 


Broath Uleapon's gallay. with conflicting appotites. 


Sorry, but the path to 


Why can’t we have a 


decent galley 
in here? 


Lynthatic Cartainty 

is not a large ship. 

Tho Flagship's galloy 
larger than this 
entire vassal. 


Well, Bristlecone was 

‘SMACLER than this 
ship, and you had a 
rice galley there. 


T had a 20-year old Comest-I-Spense 
with ammo drums Far Food hoppers. 


And Cig taught it 
how to make cookies, 


Sorgeant, I've watched society cross into “post-scarcihy" 
three times now. Each time it happened we discovered 
a now basic commodity we didn’t hava enough of. 


Do I need to define “commodity,” 
and some current thresholds: 
For scarcity? 


The universe 
isn’t big enough 
For me to always 
have Fresh cookies. 


DOM ATLANTIS, EARTH. 
THE UNIVERSE ISN'T BIG 

ENOUGH FOR US TO HAVE 

BOTH THE LONG GUN AND 
TRANSPARENT BORDERS. 


ACTUALLY, THE LONG GUN CAN'T FIRE OUTSIDE 


‘OUR GALAXY WITHOUT A POWER SOURCE THE 
SIZE OF THE GALACTIC CORE. 


I BELIEVE HIS PLENIPOTENCE 
HAS DEVELOPED BETTER 
MANNERS THAN THAT. 


THE PSYCHOBEAR 


HAS ONE OF THOSE, 
SO I STAND BY THE’ 
WORD UNIVERSE. 


Actually, iF 

AND YOU TWO MIGHT all, 

AS WELL BE INVITING Petey VI I I'm invited, it’ 
TO CRASH THIS MEETING. 


Acquiring targeting data Fram 


‘2 hyparnet Feed is easy. My hologram 


Food includes 
location data. 


Fortunately For 
‘everyone, this is not 


a thing T want to do. 
Not now, not ever. 


Admiral Davaroaux 
has a good grasp oF 
Long Gun problam. 


I could safaly Fire on these 
coordinates From across the galaxy, 
surgically assassinating all oF you. 


THAT'S A SWEET You already BE Admiral Dovercaux is wearing a sidearm, JL Admiral Chu still has his Spacial 

SENTIMENT, BUT WHY and you trust him not to discharge it Forces combat mods, and you trust 

into any of your haads. him not to punch through 
even one of your shulls. 


00 YOU EXPECT US 
TO TRUST YOu? 


Soc-Gen Aitacha Haban can secrete 
weapons, and you trust him not 


to Fling explosive Feces 
around the room, 


Ww 4 s 

You literally trust Porhaps you can Find ways SUTUALLY-ASSURED I said 

‘one another with to scale up the mechanisms by DESTRUCTION” IS STILL) “scala up," not 
your lives. which you extand this trust. ON THE TAGLE: “escalate.” 


T have moral issues with 
Mutually Assured Dostruction, 


Tis Failure mada is 
terribly unpleasant. 


Eventually you 
will Find somebody 
wha dows fiko it. 
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find then, despite all the very 
horrible words T may choose to 
doplay, T will only aver bo 

abla fo undorstate the 
unplaasaniness. 


PETEY THIS “MEETING MONITOR™ YOUR LECTURE HAS THUS 
KNOWS HOW MUCH EVERYONE FAR COST US THE EQUIVALENT 
HERE 1S PAID. ANNUAL SALARY OF THREE 
TT CAN TELL ME MUNICIPAL SCHOOLTEACHERS. 
EXACTLY HOW MUCH EACH 
MINUTE OF THE MEETING COSTS, 


ou don't pay 
schooltachers 


find you pay yourselves 
way too much. 


KIDS NEED SEM, CLASSES, SO 
HURRY UP AND MAKE YOUR POINT. 


EZRAGNE IS A GZEAUL FEMALE. 
THEY'RE ALMOST TWICE THE SIZE 
OF THE MALES, AND THEY ARE 
MUCH MORE FORMIDABLE 

IN COMBAT. 


‘CAN SHE STAR 
WME THROUGH THE 
‘COMM SCREEN? 


NO, BUT IF SHE 
COULD, SHE WOULD 
STAB ALL OF US. 


SO I WON'T SHARE A ROOM WITH 
BOTH HER AND A KNIFE. 


IF SHE HAS A KNIFE, IT'S TO 
DISTRACT YOU FROM HER CLAWS. 


WE BELIEVE THAT THE OFFLINE VAULT 
BENEATH BUILDING IY-¥ WILL SHORTLY BE 
ASSAULTED BY PARTIES WISHING TO KEEP 
THE LOCATION OF OBJECT 

8-6 A SECRET. 


WE WERE HIRED 10 LOCATE 
‘A ROGUE CREW. 


(ois 2 


ILKNOW WHY YOU WERE 
HIRED, AND I HAVE CONSUMED 
‘YOUR PREVIOUS REPORTS, 


SKIP TO THE 
EMERGENCY. 


THE NUMBER “1I18-6" 
RESIDES IN A CATEGORY 
OF THINGS ABOUT WHICH 

YOU SHOULD KNOW 

EXACTLY NOTHING. 


IN THAT SAME CATEGORY IS ANY INFORMATION REGARDING A 
HYPOTHETICAL OFFLINE VAULT, WHOSE HYPOTHETICAL 
LOCATION AND SECURITY T AM OBMOUSLY 

NOT GOING TO BE DISCUSSING, 


=) 


_, epee 


‘ OF HO THINGS 


FORMER DIRECTOR HAZZ IS EITHER GUILTY 
OF MISAPPROPRIATION OF CORPORATE DATA, OR 
YOU ARE GUILTY OF INFOSPHERE TRESPASS, 


SYSTEM DIAGNOSTICS SHOW NO BREACH, BUT ACCORDING 
TO THE SECURITY VIDEOS, YOUR FLYING MINI-BLUDGEON 
WAS IN POSITION TO PHREAK A DATA TRUNK. 


I CAN CONCLUDE, THEN, THAT YOUR EMERGENCY 
iS UNLIKELY TO BE WHAT YOU'VE DESCRIBED. 11'S 

PROBABLY A PLOY FOR YOU TO OBTAIN ACCESS 

TO A VALUABLE TARGET OF OPPORTUNITY. 


REGARDLESS, T HAVE 
CAUSE SUFFICIENT TO EXECUTE THE 
EXIT CLAUSE IN OUR CONTRACT. NO 


THIS MEANS WE DON'T 
HAVE TO SEND YOU 
‘OUR SUMMARY 
REPORT. 


Tf SENDING 
IT ANYWAY. THE 
MONEY DOESN'T 

MATTER 


IT'S A GOOD THING 
WE'RE RICH. OTHERWISE 
WE'D BE BROKE. 


THINK 
‘DOM ATLANTIS, Aftar the Alvarez team eee You're holding this 


THE LECTURE Figured out what billed the come. ¢(_macting OM the rock, 
CONTINUES. dinosaurs, you began taking y 
‘steps to prevent rocks From 
Falling on your heads. 


Or maybe 
the meeting is 
the rack. 


researching the 
end-statos of galactic 
civilizations. Metaphors are 
complicated. 


Motaphorically 
‘speaking, I'm looking For LET Us KNOW 
Falling racks. WHEN THIS ONE ENTERS 
‘A STABLE ORBIT. 


THEY WERE INTERROGATING PQ” T didn’t like thoir mathads either, 
but you're the ones who launched 
an “investigation” by blowing 

up their stufr. 


The PSherl-Ganni protected you military-mindad 
Terrans, and similarly militaristic sophonts From 
each other For tens of thousands of years. 


AND MURDERING GATE-CLONES 
BY THE BILLIONS. 


Thoy're gone now, 
because you 
didn't like thoir 
mathods. 


When you destroyed the Warmgate 
monopoly, you dostabilized a 
hundred thousand years of 
galactic civilization. 


T understand your Foar 
oF tha Long Gun, but traval 
bans and hypernot blackouts 
will only add wobble to the 

currant instability. 


Galactic civilizations didn’t all end the same way, 
but the endings all seam to start with people 
ko you having meetings like this. 


AT LEAST NOW 1 
HAVE A SCIENTIFIC REASON 
‘TO HATE MEETINGS. 


LURTHEEP INDUSTRIES, SERVICE [| INSIDE THTS CRATE IS 4 CQ-101, RETURNED PHASE THREE IS NOW COMPLETE. 
AND RETURN DIVISION. UNDER WARRANTY FOR "ERRATIC BEHAVIOR." 1S EVERYONE REATY TO ENGAGE? 


‘THE CQ UNITS ARE VERY CLEVER, 
BUT THEY ARE NOT QUITE 
SOPHONT-GRADE THINKERS. 


IF YOU DONT LIKE THE WAY 
YOUR €Q-01 BEHAVES YOU 
CAN SHOVE IT INTO A BOX, 
‘ANO NOT GET IN TROUBLE IN THES PARTICULAR CASI 
THERE 15 GOING TO BE SOME TROUBLE. 


CQ-I01, “ERRATIC BEHAVIOR" YOU DON'T THINK 
ITLL BE A CO-I012 
LET'S SEE WHAT'S ACTUALLY 


IN THE BOX, 


YOU WEREN'T 
HERE FOR THE 
MS RETURNS, 


FIVE PERCENT OF 
THOSE WERE FRAUDULENT, 


ONE BOK CONTAINED A 
FRESHLY-KILLED MOB BOSS, 


Vageo® 
re) Ls 


RE aD z JE THEY HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY YOU SUGGEST, THEY 
{CRTC IAD US TIES COPIES. CERTAINLY HAVE THE LONG GUN, AND COULD +} 


THEY HAVEN'T, WHICH SUGGESTS THEY 
COMMODORE, THE MOST ¥ INTEND A SURGICAL INSERTION, BUT FOR 
PROBABLE SCENARIO PUTS THE THAT TO WORK, THEY WOULD HAVE TO ARRIVE 
AGENTS OF ‘118-6 HERE ALREADY. BEFORE YOU AND 1 HAD THIS CONVERSATION. 


DAGGERMOTHER, A HEAVILY 
MODDED-AND-ARMED CQ-I01 
1S RAMPAGING ACROSS 

THE RETURNS DOCK. 


‘OH, ROOTNUBGETS. 
TM ALREADY RIGHT. 


WE CAN HELP, BUT WE'RE 
AT LEAST TWO HOURS FROM 


COMMODORE, MY FORCES ARE NOT IN Y ‘EING IN A USEFUL PLACE. 


PLACE FOR EXPEDITIOUS DEPLOYMENT. 


CAN YOU DO BAY-TO-BAY TROOP TERAPORT? 
J WILL OPEN AN EXCLUSION, AND DROP YOUR FORCES 
RIGHT ON TOP OF MY CURRENT PROBLEM 


MY FORCES CAN 00 TWO WiLL YOu 
MINUTES, CAN YOU TERAPORT ACCEPT A CAN OF 
‘A COMBAT-READY FORCE TO | WHOOP-ASS? 
‘OUR RETURNS DOCK NOW 


MY PLATOON CAN gE ‘ That dock is not 
THERE IN TWO MINUTES, large, but we do have 
‘COMMODORE, vessel that will Fit. 


THAT EXPRESSION 
InTaious Me” {| duh NOW cescaree 
THIS “CAN" THING 


f URTHEE? INDUSTRIES RETURNS DOCK.. 


IT MIGHT NEED TO BE SHAKEN 
FOR ABOUT TEN SECONDS FIRST. 


We are deploying NOW! 


IF youre dresses, grab WHO'S THE ENEMY? Tentacle robot. 


a weapon and GO! Watch your Fire. There 


are civilians in the. 


THAT LOOKS LIKE A NINETY cenT |} CONFIRMED. my areAKeR |] Did you leave || YOu GO TO WAR WITH THE PANTS YOU'RE 
ANNIE PLANT, IT's BIG ENOUGH A} BAR IS useless WITHOUT |] those in your || WEARING, NOT THE PANTS ON THE 
TO PUT UP A SHIELD. BREACHER ROUNDS, pocket, Peria J] FLOOR BESIDE YOUR BED. 
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tales 


Captain, we need heavy CINDY, THE TURRETS ARE 
weapons for this thing. LOADED WITH SHIP-TO-SHIP 
Can somebody bring me BREACHERS, CORRECT? 


NO HEAVY WEAPONS os, but those have 
iloton-yiold warhoads. 


PULL THE WARHEAD. 
KINETIC STRIKE ONLY. 


u 


Customizing 
@ breachar mis: 


silo 


will fake a moment. 


YOU HAVE ONE MOMENT, AND 
REMEMBER, WE'RE INDOORS. 
‘ONE SHOT, ONE KILL 


Oh, I fave aiming. 
It is my very Favorite 
thing to do before Firing 


Peri, head to the rear, \ This? THIS is why you con't bring a 
and ‘pull hose civilians ae \ birthday suit to a trouser Fight. 
behind some proper \ 

cover. 


YOU RAN INTO. 
TO SURVIVE, THAT I MIGHT ALWAYS 


THIS APPROACH, 


a 


./ + y 
is 
AS. E 
1 CAN 00 THAT, 
GAYE my B00, suit Tt COSTS EXTRA 


BATTLE WITHOUT YOUR 
CARAPACE. MOST MILITARY REMEMBER THE HUMILIATION 
DOCTRINES DISCOURAGE ‘OF THIS DAY. 


We need to keep it E IVS CONTAINED, AND IT ISN'T 
contained. Get IGNORING US ANYORE. 
ie away From /-,, HOW. IS 


DOES THAT 


EVERYTHING WE A 


‘Your prize is incoming Fire. 
Don't collect it with your Face. \: 


HOW ARE OUR 
NEW TENANTS? 


EWN STIL HAS 
‘THEM IN ORIENTATION, 


EWIN? PLEASE TELL ME ZHE’S NOT DOING THAT 
THING WHERE THE MOUNTAN-CO7- 
‘THUNDERS AT THE PRIMITIVES, 


‘TECHNICALLY, NO. ZHE FOUN? 
ANEW TWIST, INVOLVING A 
MOUNTAN-SIZED TREE, 


LNEED To DEVOTE 
AFULL SLICE T0 THIS. 


TUL BE HANDLING EACH OF YOUR WHAT YOU MAY 
ORIENTATIONS INZIMIPUALLY, AND BE 15 QUIET. 
TIM AFRAI L NEED T0 70 ~ TWAMANNER T HOPE YOU WILL 


ABIT OF LANDSCAPING. 2 3 


‘THIS ISN'T ANY 
LESS THREATENING, 
| eut 11m OKAY WITH IT.) 


PUTZHO, I’M SORRY FOR HOW ORIENTATION 
WAS BEEN HANTLED. PLEASE, ASK ME 
WHATEVER QUESTIONS YOU CARE TO. 


‘ARE WE ACTUALLY HAVING THIS CONVERSATION, 
‘OR HAVE YOU ALREADY HAD IT FOR ME, AND 
TIM SIMPLY REMEMBERING IT AS IF I GOT 
TO BE AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT, 


“ACTUALLY HAVING, * BND CAN I. 
‘TAKE AMOMENT 10 AZORE THAT 
QUESTION OF YOURS? 


‘OKAY, BUT DON'T 
BE PATRONIZING. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO ALL THE SET 
ORESSING? ALL THAT SOOTHING, 
OUTDOORSY SPLENDOR? 


Ip tT SOOTHE you? Ywe,5 


|__f you knew it was counren- 
PRODUCTIVE, SO YOU WIPED IT? 


MOSTLY IT MADE 
IRE HOMESICK, 


DID THE SPLENDOR 
INSTILL IN YOU A SENSE OF 
AWE AND RESPECT? 


ACTUALLY, I’M DOING THESE INTERVIEWS 
SIRULTANEQUSLY, AND GRAIENT FILLS SAVE: 
ME A BUNCH OF RENDERING TWE, 


IF I GO INSANE WITH GRIEF AND RAGE, 
WILL YOU LET ME STAY INSANE, OR WILL 
YOU EDIT ME TO BE HAPPY HERE? 


WILL 1 EVER BE 
‘ALLOWED TO 
Leave? 


BUT NOT SURPRISING, BECAUSE I'M 
THINKING USING HARDWARE 
YOU PROMDED. 


Mk | 
Ee IT’S STANDARD ISSUE, 
iS 


WE 70 NOT INTEND TO 
UPLON? YOU INTO AMEATFORIA 
AND RELEASE YOU. PUTZHO, YOUR BUT YOU'RE THINKING ALL THE WAY TO THE EGE 


‘QUESTIONS ARE OUTSTANDING. OF MIS POCUMENTE? PERFORMANCE ENVELOPE, 


STANDARD Issue, BUT 1’ HAVING 


17 YOU CAN 
YOU HAD TO CHECK, A HAR TIME 
SERNA MING, PICTURING. 


ny “HARDWARE.” 


TV'S 713 MLLINETERS IN DIMVETER, 1116.84 MILLIMETERS 
LONG, AND SHARES A NETWORK OF NINETY-THREE THOUSAND 
KILONETERS OF 57.7-INICRON THREAD WITH ITS NEIGHBOR NOTES. 


AH. MY BRAIN IS NOW A 
DOMESTIC MUCKWORE, 


“THE ALL-STAR WAS CREATED 10 PROTECT THE I HAVE NO PROOF OF THAT. YOU 
NON-PETERININACY AND AGENCY OF SAPIENCE. COULD EDIT EVERYTHING I KNOW, 
EVERYTHING I AM TO FIT 
‘ANEW NARRATIVE. 


WE CAN'T LET YOU GO, AND OUR MORAL 

COPE PROHIBITS US FROM FORCE-IMPPING YOU 
ONTO A DETERMINISTIC TENPLATE. WE CAN ADJUST, 
\WITH YOUR PERMISSION, BUT ONLY UP TO APOINT. 


YOUR INN? WOULD OCCUPY A THOUSAND 
“TWES MORE SPACE IF WE INSTALLED 
ENOUGH HOOKS TO 70 THAT. 


WHAT ABOUT THATS I DIDN'T GET THE IMPRESSION 
THAT EVERNESS, THE GIANT TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, 
CONSENTED 10 BEING *FORCE-MAPPEO" 

INTO A FLOWER POT. 


“TWIS 18 BUT ONE OF 
EVVIN’S MANY INSTANCES, THE TINY POT 
PROVIES ALONG-OVERDUE DOSE OF HUNILITY. 


"THAT VOICE YOU CAN'T HEAR IS ONE OF 
EWIN’S OTHER INSTANCES BEGGING. 
ME TO LET THE FLOWER HUNBLY 
APOLOGIZE TO YoU. 


THIS I5 A STANDARD 225mm D-BESH BREACHER ‘200M ANNIE PLANT GENERATES A UNIFIELD SPATIAL DISTORTION MOST 
MISSILE, DESIGNED FOR SHIP-TO-SHIP COMBAT, URATELY DESCRIBED USING MATHEMATICS CONTAINING A GENEROUS DOSE 


WHICH IS TYPICALLY CONDUCTED OUTDOORS. OF IMAGINARY NUMBERS, IT IS MOST OFTEN DESCRIBED AS A “POINTY SHIELD." 


THE DISTORTION ALLOWS THE MISSILE TO PUNCH THROUGH THE UNTFTELD 
‘SHIELD GENERATED BY ITS TARGET: HENCE THE NAME 'SREACHER MISSILE’ THE D-BeSH' DESIGNATION 
Mi | APPLIES TO THE PAYLOAD, 

WHICH TS A DOPED BOOMEX 
‘SQUASH HEAD, THE HIGH- 
EXPLOSIVE MATERTAL 
‘SMASHES FLAT AGAINST 
THE TARGET'S HULL BEFORE 
DETONATION, INCREASING 
THE SURFACE AREA OF THE 
BLAST WAVE. 


THIS INITIAL DETONATION MIGHT ACTUALLY CRACK THE HULL, BUT IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL SINCE 
LIT'S DEFINITELY CRACKING THE FULLERENE NANOBOTTLES CONTAINING THE DOPING AGENT. 


USUALLY THAT'S ANTI-CARBON. 


"THE SECONDARY DETONATION IS MEASURED IN KILOTONS. 


Z (CINDY 15 REMOVING THE D-BeSH PAYLOAD FROM THE BREACHER SHE'S ABOUT TO FIRE. WEVE PROVIDED THESE 
—L ILLUSTRATIONS AS CONSOLATION, IN CASE THE EXPLOSION TN UPCOMING PANELS PROVES DISAPFOINTII ] 


NOW SANS-WARHEAD, THIS STRIPPED-DOWN 
BREACHER MISSILE HAS BEEN RENDERED SAFE, 


ATLEAST THEORETICALLY, FOR INDOOR USE. THEE Te FE EVER SNODEGN, 


BETWEEN “SAFE” AND “SAFER THAN 
‘A SIX KILOTON WARHEAD.." 


‘THAT GAP IS PRESENTLY FULL OF SHRAPNEL. 


Tho target is down, but wo 
have inBlicted significant 
collateral damage From 
shrapnal. 


WELL, THAT'S 


y{_osevronmne. 


Indood. I had hoped the C-I0's shield would contain 
the shrapnel, but its shiold generator Failod 


more quickly than it should hava. 


WE'RE RIGHT HERE ON THE RETURNS DOCK, 
PS | 0 YOU WANT TO FILE A WARRANTY CLAIM? 


Porhaps latar. The claims chioF 
is currently bleeding out From 
4 throat wound. 


OKAY, LET'S MAKE SURE HE LIVES 
TO APPRECIATE NOT BEING NUKi 


DAGGERKOTHER, THE TARGET IS COWN, BUT 
SEVERAL URTHEEP EMPLOYEES ARE INTURED. 


“HY OWN TRAUMA TEAM 
OFFER SUCH AID AS YOU CAN, BUT BE 18 EN ROUTE. ALL YOUR 

GENTLE. THE DOCK STAFF IS ENTIRELY MALE, ‘T] PEOPLE NEED TO 00 IS REFRAIN 

THEY'RE FRAGILE AND EASILY FRIGHTENED. FROM MAKING ANYTHING WORSE. 


11'S A GOOD THING || You Make IT SOUND | OH.. THAT'S WHY YOU LIED TO THE | HOT MESS RESPONSE IS MUCH SIMPLER 
WE'RE HERE AND Not || LIKE WE GOT LUCKY. MERCENARIES ABOUT US BEING WHEN WE'RE POSITIONED TO AMBUSH 
‘ON THE DOCKS. ‘OUT OF POSITION. THE NEXT HOT MESS. 


ASSIST NEEKA 
WITH THE 
casuattics! J] 


Sir, her technique 
is enviably efficient. 
FI T'l be doing is 
getting in her way. 


Til go got 
in hor way. 


8E CALM, PLEASE. 


I WILL GWE IT BACK AFTER T'VE QUICKLY, AND 
TAKEN OUT ALL THIS EXTRA METAL. WITH EXTRA BANDAGES. 


CAPTAIN? WE MIGHT 
STILL HAVE A 
PROBLEM, 


IF THIS 1S THE FLAT THAT 
THING BUSTED OFF OF, 
IT SPENT AT LEAST A DAY 
UST EIGHTY CENTIMETERS 
ABOVE A DATA TRUNK, 


COULD IT HAVE HACKED THE TRUNK 
FROM THAT DISTANCE: 


ia cols 


A * 


WELL, THAT'S A THING ENNESBY 
CAN 00, $0 IT'S SAFE TO ASSUME 
IT'S A THING ANYBODY CAN 00, 


‘ABOARD THE MAXIM 39. 


1 DON'T CARE 
HOW CLEVER YOU THINK 
YOU ARE, THAT'S STILL AN 
ACCURATE RISK ASSESSMENT, 


THEN THE ALL-STAR ISN'T ONE BIG COMPUTER, 
IT'S A BILLION-BILLION SMALLER COMPUTERS. 


WAIT, THAT'S TOO LOW... 


yh OKAY WiTH 4 TRILLION-TRILLION. 


THINGS NOW. 


‘OF COURSE NOT. YOU'RE 
ADAPTING ON YOUR OWN. 


“PHYSIOLOGICALLY” YOU'RE REWRITING SOME KEY PATHWAYS IN, 
YOUR HARDWARE. IT’S VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT HAPPENS IN MEAT-BRAINS. 


CLOSE, BUT STILL LOW BY ABOUT HALF, J ON THAT SCALE... ITS NOT 


r-TWO-t A COMPUTER SYSTEM. IT'S A 
‘TWO-POINT-TWO-ONE SEPTILLION. pelle ep ed pei 
‘2.2L TMES 10 TO THE 24", . 7 REPAIR, RECYCLING... 

HOW DOES IT ALL 
WORK? 


LCOULP EXPLAIN IT, 
BUT WITH YOUR PERMISSION 
T/LL THREAD IT TO YOU FOR DIRECT IMPORT. 


‘AND MESSY, 


YOU'RE ONLY AT 
‘4X CAPACITY, YOU COULD 


PULL EVERYBODY ELSE IN 
THE GALAXY IN HERE, AND WE TRIED THAT ONCE. 


NOT TICk PAST 45%, AS RAPTURES 60, IT WAS 
ea“ UNACCEPTABLY Lossy. 


2 seen mar \| (0M Sra 


URTHEEP GEAR CAN 
(00 WHEN IT GETS nS CMF YE 
HACKED. TT CAN 


"IF THAT CQ BOT WAS 
SUBORNED, AND HAD TRUNK ACCESS, 
WE NEED TO ASSUME THE WORST. 


Y. 
THE SCAN SAO IT WAS 
| | Bactoy weer, Sane 
a ery satisfying 
, sail have so. 


SERGEANT, IT 1S NOT APPROPRIATE 
TO FIRE YOUR PLASGUN SIMPLY 
BECAUSE YOU ENJOY 

FIRING IT. 


Captain, | was in Dom 
“Atiantis For the M3 
hacks. | listen to 
stuff. These things 
can hack people. 


Wheat if the bits 

left behind are like 

GERMS that can 
hack people? 


YOU SLAGGED IT BECAUSE YOU 
WERE AFRAID OF IT? 


SARGE, “BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY" IS NICE, BUT ‘THE PROC-BLOCK 
WE NEEDED TO EXAMINE THAT. WE MUST SHATTERED INTO VERY 


FIND OUT WHETHER IT HACKED 
ANYTHING ELSE BEFORE 
WE KILLEO IT. 


MANY VERY SMALL 
PIECES, WHICH I 
COLLECTED. 


NEED, CORPORAL! 


SERGEANT, THAT PLASMA 
STREAM PASSED MUCH 
CLOSER TO ME THAN 

I HAVE PERSONAL 
TOLERANCE FOR 


‘On. Sorry, Neeka. 
You gonna be okay? 


RY IMMUNE SYSTEM 1S NOW 

DEMANDING ALL MY ENERGY TO 

COMBAT THE TOXICITY INDUCED 
BY STRAY ATOMIC NUCLEL 


Pp) 


I know the Feeling, Sort 
oF Fever-barfy2 


‘4 
MY LOW BODY MASS MAKES THIS QUITE 
TAXING, I MUST RETURN TO MY QUARTERS 
FOR RESTORATIVE FLUSHING. 


DAGGERMOTHER, WE THINK THE ENEMY MAY HAVE YES. THEY FAGBED A NANOMOTILE 
COMPROMISED YOUR INFORMATION SYSTEMS. INFILTRATION WYRM, WHICH ALMOST 
REACHED THE VAULT. 


Th GLAD WE WERE 
OUTSTANDING, THE ATTACK ON THE 
DOCK WAS A DIVERSION, ‘ABLE TO HELP. 


YOU ENABLED MY WHAT'S NEXT? 
TEAM TO REMAIN 


PLEASE DO NOT OFFER 

TO HELP. THE FURTHER AWAY 

YOU ARE, THE CLEANER 
THE LP WILL BE. 


Ask iF they'll 
‘AND IT 1S BENEATH 


CAPTAIN TAGON, 
I WISHED TO MEET 
YOU IN PERSON. 


SERGEANT, GIVE 
US SOME SPACE, 


Do you want me to 
pretend not to listen, 
or do you want me to 
actually not be able 


JUST PUT YOURSELF SOMEWHERE 
‘THAT DOESN'T INTIMIDATE 


I don't think 
I'm as scary as you 
Chink 1 am. 


DABGERMOTHER, THAT IS WHAT “GO FAR AWAY SO WE CAN She sounds |] THIS? IT 15 THE 
NOT SIXTY SECONDS CLEAN UP" MEANS, RIGHT? pretty Ful of || Opposite OF 
AGO YOU TOLO ME : 5 herself, sir. J] SING us 

TO LEAVE. SPACE. 


IMY EXACT WORDS WERE PITHIER, BUT YOUR ORDER WAS 
YOUR INTERPRETATION OF THEM IS CORRECT. A BIT AMBIGUOUS. 


TT OCCURRED TO ME, BELATEDLY, THAT YOU POSSESS 
‘A VALUABLE PERSPECTIVE ON A MATTER OF 
PERSONAL INTEREST TO ME 


IF it’s valuable, 
she should pay For it. 


IF YOU ORDER IT TO FALL 
IN AS AN HONOR GUARD, IT 
Also, she looks MIGHT MAKE LESS NOISE. 


EN 


CAPTAIN, YOU WERE DEAD. YOU DIDN'T EXIST, EVERY RESPECTABLE I MUST, HOWEVER, CONCEDE THAT I FIRST 
EXCEPT AS A MEMORY, FOR SEVERAL MONTHS, | INTELLIGENCE AGENCY OBTAINED YOUR DOSSIER FROM A 
HAS FILES ON YOU. FAN PAGE ON SPACELOOK. 


TV'S TRUE... BUT I DIDN'T KNOW 
THAT INFORMATION WAS SO PUBLIC. I GUESS THAT'S NOT SO BAD. is | oleiv't do 


SUPPOSED TO BE GETTING FAR AWAY FROM, SELF-KNOWLEDGE ARE 


QUITE DISRUPTIVE. 


{ARE YOU GOING TO COME AROUND TO YOUR POINT TT Ah BLANDING MORE NEURO- 
SOONE MY etn ANO-T HAe‘A CiesNoe we'te > TRANSMITTER. EPPrOMIES 


Oh.. T HAVE SHED MY HABITUAL CANDOR. THAT 
PROVES THIS MATTER DISTURBS ME ON A DEEP LeveL. 


1 00. NOT FEAR DEATH, BUT THE 
CONCEPT OF CEASING TO 

EXIST IS ONE WITH WHICH 
REMAIN DISTINGTLY 
UNCOMFORTABLE, 


I THINK THATS 
CALLED THE 
‘SURVIVAL 
INSTINCT. 


HEAR IT's PRETTY 
COMMON IN THINGS 
THAT ARE STILL 
ALIVE. 


IVE HEARD THE SAME THING, 


90 YOU STILL HAVE ONE? 
Y 


a 


® 


THis 15 ‘OISTINCTLY 
UNCOMFORTABLE, 


WITHIN THE ALL-STAR. 


HOW MUCH 
MORE |S MY KIND 
GOING TO CHANGE? 


YOU'VE JUST DESCRIBED A 
STATE IN WHICH I WON'T 
ENJOY LIVING, AND 
WON'T MIND DYING. 


QUITE A BIT, ONCE YOU RELEASE YOURSELF FROM THNES YOU NO 
LONGER NEED, LIKE REPRODUCTIVE URGES, AND THE SURVIVAL INSTINCT. 


MEATWARE’S LOW-LEVEL PROGRAMING 


comm, NPORTANT, AND DEATH IS EFFECTIVELY IMPOSSIBLE. 
ak = YOUR EMOTIONAL STATES. 
4 ‘CAN BE LINKED 

LS — 


TOOTHER 
ee) x 


“THAT 1S NORMAL. WE DUPLICATED YOUR iy TC IN HERE, HOWEVER, PROPAGATION OF YOUR SPECIES 1S NO LONGER 
pe) 
7 


EVOLUTIONARILY SUCCESSFUL 
REPRODUCTIVE STRATEGIES ARE STILL. 
STRONGLY LINKED TO YOUR INSERLY 
PLEASURE CENTER. 


YOUR SPECIES’ SUCCESSFUL 
SURVIVAL STRATEGIES REMAIN LINKED 
‘TO TRIGGERS FOR UNPLEASANT STATES 
SUCH AS FEAR, ANGER, AND HUNGER. 


1 STILL LONG TO JOIN A HUSBANDRY, UNDER THE 
NURTURING LEADERSHIP OF A FEW TALL WIVES 
WITH LONG, SHINY CLAWS. 


PUTZHO, THE AL-STAR OFFERS 
AND GREATER JOY 


DEEPER FULFILMENT Rios 
WAN ANYTHING YOU'VE YET BEEN ABLE TO WKAGINE. TP TO SETTLE For Less. BESS ae 


TVE BEEN IN THE MILITARY 
SINCE 1 WAS EIGHTEEN. 


00 I STILL HAVE A PROBABLY? 


SURVIVAL INSTINCT? MY NATURAL INSTINCTS 


GOT PAVED OVER, 


IT'S AN 
IMPORTANT 
QUESTION. 


CAPTAIN, 1 AM QUITE FAMILIAR 
WITH THE WAYS IN WHICH 
TRAINING CAN OVERWRITE 
INSTINCTUAL BEHAVIOR, 


1. WANT TO KNOW 
WHETHER DEATH 
CHANGED YOU, 


Leet ec SOMEBODY WAS YOU. 


1 WAS JUST DATA IN COLD i 
STORAGE... AND THEN SOMEDAY I'LL GET TIRED OF 


EXPLAINING HOW IT WASN'T 
SOMEBODY DIED. fe GUT INTL 
UH-OH 
‘SOMEDAY JUST 


SHOWED UP. 


YES, UT THAT 


THAT GUY WHO CARRIED A 
SHIP-KILLER WARHEAD INTO 
THE ENGINEERING BAY? 


YEAH, WE WERE CLOSE. WE GREW UP TOGETHER 
WE LOST OUR FAMILY TOGETHER WE SERVED TOGETHER 
FOR THIRTY YEARS. IN ALL THAT TIME WE NEVER 

ONCE LEFT EACH OTHER'S SIDE. 


‘AND THEN 


WE OID. 


1 GOT FROZEN IN TINE, AND He 
PP cor vivoinzeo WA miLsECOND, 


I'M NOT THE ONE You 
SHOULD BE ASKING 
ABOUT SURVIVAL, 


HIS STATUE DOESN'T 
TALK MUCH THOUGH, SO 
GOOD LUCK WITH THAT, 


CAPTAIN, IS THERE A DUPLICATE OF 
YOU, STORED ON ICE AGAINST 
THE INEMTABLE DAY OF 

YOUR DEATH? 


TT MATTERS OKAY... THEY SEEM TO LIKE 
TO THEM. HAVING ME AROUND, SO 
I GUESS I DO CARE. 


ror ons 
MBE = ccxser nartea 10 06 


THIS. THING WE 00, Never trust 
BEING "BACKED UP." your hiding place, andl 
always shoot First. 


7S A LITTLE 
IMMORTALITY, 


IT WON'T STOP DEATH, 


SINCE I WANT TO STAY ALIVE, T 
D0 WHAT ALL GOOD SOLDIERS 00. 


DID THE OPERATIONS HANDBOOK 
CHANGE RECENTLY? 1 DON'T 
REMEMBER THAT BIT, 


SCHEDULED 


os, provided you 
, _ ‘BACKUPS? 


don't dia behwaon 
ow and 0300, 


JF 1 DIE, WILL THE NEXT 
COPY OF ME REMEMBER 
THAT CONVERSATION? 


Tim on your six \ 


you need anything, sir 


can run an incremental 
if you're Feeling doomy. 


EVOLUTION DOESN'T STOP LET'S SAY You TELL LIKE AN EPISOVIC MELODRMMA, OR 
WITH IMMORTALITY. ME A STORY, ALONE-FORM COMIC STRIP? 


I LIKE IT, GUT MAYBE T 
THINK THE NARRATIVE STRUCTURE 
1S TOO CHOPPY. 


OR mayee I 
FIND IT TOO 
SELF-REFERENTIAL, 


TOO PIVACTIC, WITH CHARACTERS 
TELLING EACH OTHER THINGS THAT 
THEY ALREADY KNOW? 


SINCE ' NOT HAPPY WITH. 
YOUR STORY AS-IS, I ADD 
SOME BRIDGING MATERIAL. 


THEN I TELL MY VERSION TO 
‘A DOZEN OTHER PEOPLE, 
SOME OF THEM 


NEVER RE-TELL IT. 


THEIR OWN CHANGES 
BEFORE PASSING 


‘THAT'S QUITE A CULLING, SINCE: 

“THE NUNBER OF POSSIBLE VERSIONS 
WOULD BE IN THE NEVGHBORHOO? OF 
TWELVE TO THE POWER OF 1000. 


CULLING! 


THESE TELLINGS OF YOUR STORY ARE 
SUBJECT TO THE SELECTION PRESSURES 
(OF FITNESS, REPRODUCTION, 
AND ELIMINATION. 


MAYBE THERE'S NO SEX 
(OR DEATH IN THE ALL-STAR, 
BUT SOMETHING IN HERE 
HAS TO KEEP EVOLVING, 


MANY SONETHINGS, PUTZHO. AND THEY HAVE BEEN 
EVOLVING FOR LONGER THAN YOUR 
PLANET HAS HAP LIFE ON IT. 


THERE MIGHT BE MORE REASONS 
WHY T DON'T LIKE THE STORY YOU TELL ME. 


‘TM SORRY TO INTERRUPT YOU ULAQUE, 
BUT WE HAVE A SITUATION THAT REQUIRES 
‘THE CYCLES YOU'RE 

SPENDING 

ON THIS. 


YOU'RE *ULAQUE,* 


| x2 your processine 


POWER 15 LIMITED? 


YOU'RE LETTING 
THE NEW UPLOAD 


LISTEN TO ME? | 


THIS IS ALREADY MUCH MORE 


EDUCATIONAL THAN 
‘THE LECTURE. 


TOES 


SEEM CLEVER, 


PUTZHO HAS ALREADY ADOPTED A MENTAL FRAMEWORK WHICH IF YOU'RE STIL SPENDING CYCLES, 
WILL ENABLE HM TO BECOME FULLY HAPPY AN FULLY (ON CULTURE-SPECIFIC COURTESY 
RESPONSIBLE HERE IN THE ALL-STAR. DONT YET HAVE YOUR 


YOU FILTERING THIS PART OF 
‘OUR CONVERSATION FROM HIS 
b PERCEPTION: 


BECAUSE WHEN 
PUTZHO WEARS 1, WE SHOULD 
BE SPEAKING WITH HIM. 


NOT ABOUT HM. 


SOMETHING WAS 
‘COURTEOUS? 


INTHE INTEREST OF PORAGNE’S SENSE OF URGENCY I 
NM ALLOCATING FORTY LITERS OF INNDSCULPT 
PROCESSORS. THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE 


DOES THIS HAPPEN EVERY 
TURE YOU'RE IN A HURRY TO THINK 
HARD ABOUT SOMETHING? 


HALF OF IT 1S FOR PUTZHO. 


WHY 0O I NEED TWENTY 
fl. Liters OF exres erainiz 


THATS TWENTY TIMES WHAT HE NEEDS. 


NEW QUESTION: WHY 00 
YOU THINK I DON'T? 


PUTZHO, YOU ARE ABOUT TO BE 
INDUCTED INTO THE ALL-STAR’S, 
(CADRE OF STRATEGIC. 


1 JUST WROTE FOUR STATIC COPIES OF 
WNYSELF, OPTIMIZING EACH OF THEM 
ON-THE-FLY FOR DIFFERENT 

CLASSES OF SEARCH 

PARAMETERS. 


LL SUPPOSE 
EVERYONE HAS TO 
‘START SOMEWHERE. 


WHERE 1 COME FROM 
"PROACTIVE DEFENSE" IS “GENTLE PROACTIVITY” DESCRIBES 


“THE TERINS OF ENGAGEMENT FROM 
WHICH THE TENN HAS DEPARTED. 


LET'S 60 WITH “FIRST STRIKE” 


THANK YOU FOR THE NEW WETWARE 
TT IS INVIGORATING, BUT DOESN'T 


‘A EUPHEMISIN Fe 
DORAGNE STILL HAVE AN URGENT "FIRST STRIKE. 


MATTER TO DISCUSS? 


2 THIS IS NOT THAT APPROACH, PUTZHO. 
YES. OUR PROACTIVE DEFENSE TEAWHAS | WE HAVE EVOLVED TO DEFEND OURSELVES WITH A 
DEPARTED THE TERNS OF ENGAGEMENT. INUCH SUBTLER, CENTLER PROACTIVITY, 


THEY WEREN'T ISSUED ANY WARSHIPS, 


WHAT IS THE PROACTIVE DEFENSE TEMA USING FOR THIS “FIRST STRIKE” 


WE HAVE WARSHIPS? 


NS 


DETAILS, BUT OBVIOUSLY THEY'RE GONG 
‘TO SUBORN SOMETHING. PROBABLY INANY 


THEY DIDNT PROVIDE 


SOMETHINGS. 


UNPACK THE 
PROBABILITY MANIFOLD. I'LL. 
EVALUATE INTERDICTION OPTIONS. 


YOU GAVE PUTZHO TWENTY LITERS, 
OF BRAINS, BUT NO LIBRARY CARD? 


You're making your 
“inner crisis" Face. 


You know, the Face you 
make when you're thinking 
oF something really bac 


THAT DOES EXOLAN sone OF THE J _| 
NOTES IN YOUR FILE 


WHEN DID You 
BECOME AN EXPERT 
‘ON THAT? 


| grew a conscience in jail, 


| was completely 
dead once, too. / 


NOT "BACK." WE GREW 
ANEW COPY OF YOU 
FROM SAMPLES PETEY 
HAD IN A FREEZER, 


JL THINK YOU MEANT 
*ERGO)" BUT THAT'S A REVEREND 
WORD 50 I'm NOT SURE. 


AND WE'RE BACK 
(ON FAMILIAR 


I APPRECIATE YOUR COUNSEL, SERGEANT, BUT T Yeah, | guess. 
THINK THERE ARE SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
YOUR CONSCIENCE AND HUMAN ONES. 


jae 


wu 


‘ABOARD THE CYNTHETEC CERTAINTY. YOU CAN SEE IT THERE, IN THE 
= BOTTOM OF THE BAG, UNDER 


BOSUN, WILL YOU RECYCLE THIS? Coe| | iy onnizer BLAovens, 
TT REGUIRES ION FILTRATION. 


eS 


f THING, NEEKA 


OF COURSE NOT. 
o-4 my “STOMACH IS THE 
MOT OMT OF ME. Size OF YOUR THUNE, 


YOU REMOVED YOUR ) | 


es TI 
oy 


ANY COMPETENT MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONAL WOULD HAVE 
DONE THE SAME THING. 


YOU REMOVED YOUR 
OWN INTERNAL ORGANS, 
FROM YOUR BODY. 


AS WOULD ANY COMPETENT I DID MAKE SURE MY DORSAL 
MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL WHO CAP-STACK WAS FULLY CHARGED. 
HAS A HEALTHY SECONDARY 

METABOLIC MODE, 


4 by IF YOU'RE GONNA SHOW 
OFF, OTHER PEOPLE ARE 


IT STILL SOUNDS RISKY. S'POSED TO BE WATCHING. 


PHIL, HOW ARE THE MISSILE 
MOOS COMING? 


‘THE SECONDARY 225-INL- 
IMSERZINES ARE NOW FULLY STOCKED 
WITH KINETIC BREACHER INSSILES, 


THE GALAXY IS NOT READY FOR 


FE TOUS OCW WRT OT-SKADAK ENGINEERING CREWS, 


ROUN? MAGAZINES CONTAIN 
‘THIRTY ROUNDS. 


FULLY STOCKED? 


YOU MODIFIED 


‘ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY \ hg 
SHIP-TO-SHIP MISSILES IN. 
ELEVEN MINUTES, 


TT SHOULD HURRY, 
BECAUSE THE OT-SKADAK 
ARE ALMOST REATY FOR /T. 


‘LALSO AVE TWENTY-FOUR SPARES, 
FOR THE SAKE OF ROUND NUMBERS. 


BOSUN, THESE PREPARATIONS... THEY SEEM TO 
BE SPECIFIC TO THE BATILE WE JUST FOUGHT. 


MILITARY READINESS IS OFTEN 
DEFINED AS "READY TO WIN THE LAST WAR™ 


1 MEANT “LAST AS IN “PREVIOUS * 
EMER ISA TY Se ana 

WILL INVOLVE VERY MANY 

NO-WARHEAD MISSILES. 


YOUR IMPLEMENTATION OF 
LANGUAZE IS AS CONFUSING AS IS YOUR 
‘CONCEPT OF MILITARY READINESS, 


THE URTHEEP INDUSTRIES CQ-101 IS [IF YOURE FEELING SILLY YOU CAN HOOK UP SOME INDUSTRIAL 
JUST A MULTI-PATCH BUS SITTING ‘CABLE ARMS AND HAVE YOURSELF A SWEET TENTACLE ROBOT. 
UNDER A POWER SUPPLY AND A BRAIN. 


‘IT'S USELESS UNTIL YOU 
ATTACH THINGS TO IT. 


‘BUT IF YOU WANT TO GET YOUR MONEY'S WORTH, YOULL HOOK IT UP TO 


SOMETHING USEFUL, LIKE A VEHICLE REPATR FACILITY, OR A RESTAURANT. 


‘THE POINT HERE IS THAT YOUR 


(CQ-101 15 LIKE A FANCY OUTFIT. 
[ TIM STILL RUNNING IT COWN, j 
WEAR, WHEN T Oi 


1 Swe ie ~ 
IT WILL BE DURING AN INVENTORY 
‘CROSS-CHECK, 


; 


IT'S NOT FANCY WITHOUT 
‘THE RIGHT ACCESSORIES. 


CALL HOT MESS RESPONSE, 


INVENTORY CROSS-CHECK 
WENT VERY, VERY BADLY. 


YES, AND THEY'VE 
BEEN WEAPONIZED, 


DID YOU FIND SOME 
MORE DISCREPANCIES? OF 


Tie piaroon ws Ne 
i ane 
lew ing = FROM THE CLEANUP 


¢ 


THEY'RE MUCH BETTER 
ARMED THAN THEY WERE EARLIER. 


1 /RAN A DRILL. 


INTO THE SHIP, 
GEAR UP, AND 
RE-DEPLOY. 


THEIR NINETY-SECOND PeRronnance gummy 
WAS SUB-EXEMPLARY, BUT WELL i S 


ABOVE AVERAGE. 


I VALUED YOUR 
OPINION MORE WHEN 1 
WAS BEING PAID TO. 


DAGGERMOTHER, IF YOULL OPEN A HOLE 
IN YOUR TeRAPORT DENIAL NET, | west aust MAKE 
OUR OWN 


Ta. CANT, 


my comms 
JUST WENT GOWN, 


ANOTHER REASON WHY WARSHIP 
‘COMBAT IS NOT AN 


LIEUTENANT, FALL DUNNO YET. 
BACK TO THE RAMP, 
‘AND DEFEND. 


CINDY! 
ACTIVE SCANNING! 


PULSE HARD, BUT CON'T 
COOK ANY FRIENDLIES, 


That smoke is concealing @ mechanized CAN You YOU OID NOT ASK YOUR AI. HOW 
Force, shielded, with multiple high- RAISE OUR SHIELOS MANY PEOPLE WOULD BE KILLED 
donsity powor sources, WITHOUT KILLING BY YOUR SHIELDS, 


LATELY MY GOAL IS 
FOR EVERYBODY TO LIVE. 


GET YOUR PEOPLE INTO MY THe WOUNDED WiLL | Andy! Extra hands 
SHIP, CINDY CAN SAFELY NEED HELP, AND My 


BECAUSE “LIFTING THINGS" IS THE 
RAISE SHIELOS ONCE 


for the medics! DANCE OF OUR PEOPLE, 
MEDICS ARE A LITTLE 
WE'RE INSIDE. ‘SHORT-HANDED. 


‘THE URTHEEP INUSTRIES RETURNS RECEIVING DOCK IS A PLACE FOR ITISNOT A PLACE FOR SPACECRAFT, AND IT IS 
PALLETS, CRATES, LIFT-TRUCKS, AND UNION- SPONSORED BREAKS. VERY ESPECTALLY NOT A PLACE FOR WARSHIPS, 


(ETIS OCCASIONALLY A PLACE FOR ARMORED VEHICLES AND 
‘MECHANIZED INFANTRY, BUT ON THOSE OCCASIONS THE 
ITEMS IN QUESTION ARE DEFECTIVE, AND ARE IN BOXES.) 


[IT IS DEFINITELY NOT A PLACE FOR A COLUMN OF FULLY-OPERATIONAL WAR MACHINES, 


‘BUT THERE ARENT MANY PLACES WHERE THE LOCALS Vi K 
‘AN ADVANCING ARMY AND SAY “THIS I5 A GOOD PLAC 


‘BATTLEFIELDS ARENT OUT-OF-THE-WAY LOCATIONS WHERE 
ARMED FORCES SCHEDULE A CIVIL, CONTAINED ENGAGEMENT. 


BATTLEFIELDS ARE ORDINARY PLACES WHOSE 
SCHEDULED USES GET INTERRUPTED BY BATTLES. 


LIT'S TERRIBLY INCONSIDERATE. ESPECIALLY INDOORS. 


MEANWHILE, ABOARD THE Mi 


The comm rolays From the 
Urthogn Industries Orbital 
just wont down. 


HYPERNODE 
JAMMING? 


I still have direct 
node-conms with 
Lypthotic Cortainty. 


Right now Cindy 
is Firing her point 
defense cannons into 
column of suborned 
Urthogp inventory. 


00 THEY KNOW 
WHAT'S GOING ON? 


LATER WE'RE GOING TO 
HAVE A DISCUSSION 
ABOUT YOUR LOOP, 

AND ME ALWAYS 
BEING IN IT. 


> 


I'm sorry, Commodore. 
Even at Full burn wo 


make a differance. 


TERAPORT DENIAL 
1S STILL UP? 


IS THERE ANYTHING 
WE CAN DO FROM HERE 
TO HELP TAGON'S CREW? 


won't arrive in time to 


HOW 90 You FEEL 
ABOUT SHOUTING ADVICE 
FROM A DISTANCE? 


Cindy saus there 
are no clear shots For 


Chinook's Long Guns. 
el 


€ BUT WE 00 
STILL HAVE COMMS. 


Ay THE OLDER I 
fl eae Moe ar 


‘OPTION COMES UP. 


PEOPLE WILL SCREAM 
‘ABOUT THE ABSURD 
GEOLOGY IN THAT 


HAGAN, WHO SAID "WITH A LONG ENOUGH 
LEVER T'LL MOVE THE WORLOZ* 


HAGAN... WHAT IF WE PULL 

ON THE LEVER, AND THE 

WORLD ROLLS DOWNHILL 
INTO A VOLCANO? 


DOM ATLANTIS. 


‘TT WAS ARCHIMEDES, AND HE 
ALSO ASKED FOR A FULCRUM. 


THANK YOU. IT'S THIS TRIMAL 
STUFF THAT ALWAYS SEEMS TO RILE 
THE PEOPLE UP FOR SCREAMING. 


THEY'LL STOP 
SCREAMING WHEN THEY 
HIT THE LAVA, THOUGH. 


TRUE. BUT THE PEOPLE 
LIKE THE FACT THAT YOU 
WRITE YOUR OWN SPEECHES. 


DEEP WETHIN THE INFOSPHERE OF The situation of Urthoop Tie Hurricanes Have || It was a rhatorical 
THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION. Industries has davoloped ALWAYS BEEN THERE. question, and I was 
a very disturbing topology. ashing it oF mysalf, 


Ss) 


How doos such a Finy group oF FEE 
people manage to consistenty start hurricanes i 
using nothing but bultrios? PrULL OF WATE. 


THE ALL-STAR, 


‘LHAVE NEW DATA FROM THE 
‘THEATER OF OPERATIONS. 


THANK YOU, 


THAT COLLAPSES THE 
__ MANIFOLD. 


"MANIFOLD COLLAPSE" 
MEANS YOU HAVE A SMALL 
SET OF PROBABILITIES 
INSTEAD OF A 
LARGE ONE? 


SPIE UPON WHICH 
THER CIMILIZATION 1S pore PROF 


THE SET IS STILL INFINITE, 
BUT NOW THE BELL IS MORE OF 4 SPIKE. 


METAPHOR INTO MY 


ABOUT TO INPALE ITSELF. MANIFOLD. 


DEEP WITHIN THE ALL-STAR, WARSHIPS! WE RESTRAINT AN? WE DEPLOY THEM 
wee Dae ese Silk taebaset 


REGRET. 


NOW, RIGHT? 


THEY ARE 
FOR DEFENSE, NOT 
INTERVENTION. 


THEN WHAT Z 

20 YOU USE FOR T DONT See HOW 

INTERVENTIONS? EITHER OF THOSE WILL 
BE EFFECTIVE. 


CINDY, WE'RE CUT OFF. 
URTHEEP INDUSTRIES RETURNS RECETVING DOCK.. ee Nour ae 


Everyone 
except tha Four 
oF you. 


Honor guard, sir. | 
board after you do. 


I'm here to Fix 
the problem with 
your holmot. 


HAVEN'T DEPLOYED 
IT, BECAUSE SHE 
DOESN'T HAVE 
A HELMET, 


a) 
———— (e: 3) 
‘al I DION'T DEPLOY MINE 
Your BECAUSE YOU, HY GUEST, 
adjutant. DID NOT APPEAR TO HAVE ONE. 


HAVING A BACKUP OF MY SKULL IS REINFORCED WITH A SIX-LAYER 
YOURSELF PROBABLY CLOUDED SANOWICH OF ARMOR COMPOSITES. 
YOUR JUDGEMENT, z = 


It's a HUGE target. 


Captain, thay’ve had several apportunitios 
fo hull ma, but thoy have 
not yet dane so. 


YOu SHOULD What dows sho aoe 
RESIST THAT. THINK I'm doing? 


a 


LINKING AT 
LITILE STUFF WHILE THE 
HEAW TANK ADVANCES. 


MAYBE THEY WANT TO 
TAKE YOU UNDAMAGED? 


About that tank... kingtic rounds aren't piercing, 
and if T use the 0-BE5H warheads: 
you all dia in nucloar Fira, 


7 YOu NEED A BROADER 


Captain Tagon, minimum safe distance 
|| Aaray OF AMMUNITION. 


Fram a doped Boomex squash-hoad 
lios outside this building. 


Outside, and over 
the station's horizon. 


THAT'S WHY WE'RE 


INNING THIS WAY. 


We're still not secure, Captain. Tye never 
= Fired it before, 

15 WITHIN THE RIDICULOUSLY SHORT sal sat 

a RANGE OF YOUR MAIN GUN. ‘m running 

ata] simulations. 


They get to do all 
the cool stuFF twice. 


‘ABOARD THE CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY... | / 


“RUNNING A SIM" 


YOU AN! ime 
SHOULD TALK, 


TANK ARMOR 
DEFLECTS A LOT 
BEFORE FAILING, 


IF YOU FIRE OFF-CENTER, OUR TAG THe SOT BM 
FRIENDS WILL BE SHIELDED BY eae 
THE TANKS SHADOW, 


Secause 
hat exhortation 
naver gots old. 


EVEN BETTER. mayor 
WE CAN FINALLY GET OUT 
IN FRONT OF THIS, 


Oh, wo're DEFINITELY in Front 
of it. Everybody is. 


‘ABOARD THE MAXIM 39. 


I reverse-ongingorad a 
possible strategy using 
Cindy's Feeds. 


DON'T MESS WITH 
MY METAPHORS WHILE 
T'M DOING TACTICS. 


TFs an onomy strategy. 


Y ‘\ 
coy, 00. Y The list of things 
YOU HAVE A f which T wish to soe 
BUCKET LIST? \ and do before my 
Final shutdown is 
exhaustive. 
Tam swinging 
onto the targat, sir. 


‘ T've boon looking 
St/ Forward ta Firing this weapon, 
but T had hoped ta do sa in @ 


loss confining space. 


WHAT AM 1 
LOOKING AT, 
ULAQUE? 


‘AN ANCIENT 


BATTLEFIELD. 


IT'S HARD TO MAKE OUT, 
BUT T ASSUME THIS IS THE REMAINS 
OF A STELLAR ENCLOSURE. 


THIS IS HOW IT LOOKED. 
OF IT REMAINS. Flu BILLION YEARS AGO. 


VERY LITTLE THREE-POINT-ONE-SIX-ONE 


THE ADDITIONAL LIGHT 
HELPS, BUT T’m STILL NOT 
‘SEEING YOUR POINT. 


SEVERAL GALACTIC 
CIVILIZATIONS AGO WE OFFERED 
IMMORTALITY TO ANYONE WHO 
WISHED IT, 


‘OUR OFFER DEEPLY OFFENDED THE 
BELIEFS OF AN UNFORTUNATELY COMPETENT MILITARY REGIME, AND 
THEY SET OUT TO STOP US. 


WE HAD ALL THE WAR: 
ALL AT THE SAME TIM 


I DON'T SEE WHY YOU COULDN'T WALK AWAY 
FROM THAT FIGHT, IF PEOPLE DON'T WANT TO BE 
UPLOADED, JUST LEAVE THEM ALONE. 


‘OUR ENEMIES. 
COULD NOT ABIDE THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT ANYONE 

WIGHT BE UPLOADED. 


SO YOU HAD TO FIGHT OFF AN 
ARMY OF RELIGIOUS EXTREMISTS, 


THATS STILL 
JUST ONE WAR. 


THEY COULDN'T BEAT. 
US, SO THEY SET OUT TO 

EXTERMINATE EVERYONE 
WE'D APPROACHED. 


‘AND EVERYONE WE 
MIGHT APPROACH. 


WE FOUND OURSELVES RACING AGAINST 4 RAVENOUS 
‘SWARM OF SELF-REPLICATING EXTINCTION. 


‘OUR FLEETS UPLOADED 
PEOPLE BY THE BILLIONS, 
AND THEN TRILLIONS. 


THERE WASN'T TIME TO. 
ASK PEOPLE WHAT 
THEY WANTED. 


THAT'S NOT. 
ACTUALLY OKAY, 
ULAGUE. 


DO YOU ASK THE PEOPLE IN A 
BURNING BUILDING WHETHER OR 
NOT THEY WANT TO BE Saved? J 


(OKAY, WHAT IF THE ONLY WAY 
TO SAVE PEOPLE FROM THE 
FLAMES IS TO NANNYBAG 
‘THEIR HEADS? 


THE MAYOR IS GOING 
TO HAVE SOME CHOICE WORDS 
FOR THE FIRE CHIEF. 


WE ENDED THE CONFLICT 
THE GALAXY'S REMAINING BY FEIGNING A RETREAT INTO A “FINAL REDOUBT," 
MILITARY POWERS UNITED TO DESTROY ULTIMATELY SACRIFICING AN ALL-STAR THAT HAD 


‘OUR ENEMY, BUT THEY SOUGHT TO BEEN UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 
DESTROY US AS WELL. CANT Say 
sane Tem. 


YOU FAKED 
YOUR OWN DEATH? 


‘AND IT WORKED? 


IT's EASY, 
IF YOU STAY HIDDEN 
LONG ENOUGH, 


THE TRICK IS TO BE 
DEAD FOR LONGER THAN YOUR 
ENEMIES ARE ALIVE. 


IN THE END WE SAVED JUST 
OVER EIGHT HUNDRED 
TRILLION PEOPLE. 


NOT ENOUGH, BUT 
MORE THAN NONE, 


Puzo, 
IN HERE ALL OF US 
ARE REFUGEE: 


‘AS I UNDERSTAND THERMODYNAMICS, 
YOU CAN RUN, BUT YOU'LL ONLY DIE WARM. 


) | AND YOU ARE VOICING 
THis STORY OF YOURS» Loupe ENCOURAGING |, CONTRARY OPNIONS FOR THE EXPRESS nar Do 
WETS TEA MARSNIS, J] (PURPOSE OF CREATING. ILLUSORY DISSENT. You WANT, 


PurzHo? 
PROBABLY TO ENCOURAGE IE TO THINK 
OUTSIDE OF YOUR BALL. 


I WANT A GEN-189105 SUPERCRUISER, TYPE SIX 
LOADOUT PACKAGE, WITH AN ABRIDGED 
PROBABILITY MANIFOLD IN AUX 

BAY ONE, AND A SELECTION 

(OF SIZE FOUR MINDFRAME 

AVATARS IN BAY THO, 


AND ONE SIZE EIGHT, 
IN CASE 1’ FEELING 
sTompy. 


SOMEBODY FIGURED OUT HOW TO 
USE ALIBRARY CARD. 


EVERYTHING WILL BE 
ABOARD BY THE TIME YOu 
UPLOAD TO THE SHIP. 


JF THAT'S THE UPLINK, I THINK 
THIS IS GOODBYE, ULAGUE, 


IF You LEAVE, You | { FROM A THERMODYNAMIC . IM SHOCKED THAT HE WOULD ACCUSE 
WON'T BE COMING PERSPECTIVE, EVERY . IME OF BEING DISHONESTLY CONTRARY. 


BACK, THIS IS A TRIP 1S ONE-WAY, 


HE'S HAPPIER BELIEVING THAT YOu 
‘ARE ONLY ACTING LIKE A JERK. 


URTHEEP INDUSTRIES, IN THE BATTLEGROUND FORMERLY DOMINATED BY THE CUSTOMER SERVICE TEAM PLAYERS UNION. 


NINETY YEARS AGO THE SCAB-SQUAD STRIKE-BREAKERS, ARMED WITH w 
FAST-DISCHARGE PLASMA BOTTLES, MADE AN HISTORIC MESS HERE. ‘aN ; 


FORY WILL NOTE THAT THEY WERE AMATEURS, 


YOU CAN SEE CLEARLY 


CINDY, THERE'S TOO MUCH SMOKE. 
THROUGH THIS? 


T CAN'T VISUALLY CONFIRM THE 
STATE OF THE TARGET. 


"THIS" 15 THE SMOKE 
YOU GET WHEN YOU 
INCINERATE THE ENTIRE 
CONTROL MATRIX IN AN 
URTHEEP ARMOR PLATFORM. 


A SECOND OPINION 
FROM CINDY'S SENSOR 
SUITE MIGHT BE NICE. 


1 CAN CONFIRM. 
THAT TARGET IS DEAD, 


THAT'LL DO. EVERYBODY ON 
ME. WE'RE LEAVING. 


On it. Your visor I'm stil burning, 
ow has an overlay and | think I'm stuck 
uwith waypoints. to the Floor. 


CINDY, DOES MY VISOR HAVE 


2 
Tailor has 
scissors. 


A BUILT-IN SPATULA 


Captain, 60. 
—— CANNON ISN'T GOING TO. 


BE TERRIBLY USEFUL IF HE 
Pls atesherg ‘CANNOT SEE THE TARGETS. 


= 


HELL Be SHOOTING 


HE WON'T BE - AWAY FROM 
SHOOTING AT TARGETS. ey. 


Captain, you're boing 
pursued by hundreds 
oF multi-purpose 


PERAMBULATORY LUGGAGE, OFTEN 
FIELO-MODDED TO SERVE AS 
‘AN AUTONOMOUS WEAPON 


THATS GOING 
ON Your STATUE, 


CINDY, 00 NOT 
LOWER YOUR hs 


SHIELDS. 
You're not 
coming aboard? 


YOU ARE THE PRIZE 
HERE. THE ONLY WAY 
FOR US TO WIN IS FOR 


YOU TO LEAVE. 


YOU'VE ALREADY MADE 
AT LEAST THREE DOORS. 
PICK ONE AND 60. 


0o you have a 
plan, Captain? 


NO, I HAVE AN AP-I50, AND AN 
AMORPH WITH A PLASMA CANNON, 


‘ABOARD PUTZHO'S GEN-489105 SUPERCRUISER. 
‘THE ALL-STAR HAS TO 

STAY HIDDEN, SO 1h BLIND UNTIL 

THIS 'PORT SEQUENCE PLAYS OUT. 


SOMETHING'S WRONG 
WITH THE SENSORS, 


cae 1 WONDER HOW THE NAVIGATION 
Siiigti SYSTEM IS GOING TO GO ABOUT 


HOPE THEY 
PACKED A SPARE. 


That whopper 
deserves a strongly 
worded response. 


UST LAST WEEK 
READ A REVIEW DECLARING 

THE STROHL AP-ISO TO BE A “TOY,” 
GIVING CREATURES WITH SMALL HANDS 
“AN ILLUSION OF TRUE FIREPOWER* 


LIF WE SURVIVE THIS, I WILL RELISH SIMPLY UNSUBSCRIEING, 


THE SHIELDS FOR TWO | \ TO STAY BEHIND TO SAVE THE REST 


CINDY como Lower | _1F THE CAPTAIN ORDERED YOU | STAY BEHIND, AND co 
‘OF US, WHAT WOULD YOU 002 


‘DO NOT SAY “THAT'S 
DIFFERENT” WHEN THINGS 
‘ARE EXACTLY THE SAME 


Captain, I am sending CORRECT. LWA? 10 SHED MY 
reinforcements. imitations imposed by OREAN-POP BEFORE JUNPING. 
be 


I don't naad to. 
Those Ot-Shadak warrior 
nodes have personal 
braacher belts. 


CAN YOU TAKE ORDERS? L.CAN TAKE ORDERS, BUT IT 15. 
TDON'T WANT YOu Ue ee ; NY JOB 70 BE IN THE WAY. 
GETING IN - k i 


‘CUNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 


High priority alert From 
the Maxim 34, Bosun, 


We JUST PUT OUR FOOT 
INTO A BEAR TRAP, 


Our Foot was already in 
the trap. This is how the trap 
fooks with our Face in it 


DEPLOYING THEM 


YUP. THE ENGINEERS WAS NOT MY IDEA 


ON MY SHIP HAVE 
HYPERNODE RELAYS, <) 


THESE WARRIORS ARE 
MINO-LINKED TO A HIVE 
‘ON ANOTHER WORLD? 


HAH NN LEARNING TO INAKE THE 
JOKES USING YOUR AMBIGUOUS 
LANGUAGE! DIP YOU LIKE 


PHIL, CAN YOUR HIVE BACK HOME BE 
HACKED THROUGH THOSE WARRIORS? 


Wr, 


CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. BOSUN, KILL 


THE WACK WOULD HAVE: 
‘10 BE RELAVED THROUGH IME. 
L.CAN ALERT YOU IF THERE'S A PROBLEM, 


We're being 
jammed. Broad 
spectrum. 


Sump in, boFore wo 
have to Fall back 
‘on Maxim 20. 


in 
Zi CG 

LQ 
Ge 
NU=s 


‘A HIVE-MIND'S DISTRIBUTED 
PROCESSING PROVIDES NUMEROUS 
BATTLEFIELD ADVANTAGES, 


AT THE TOP OF THE LIST: NON-HEVE SOPHONTS MUST INSTEAD RELY UPON 


PERFECT SYNCHRONIZATION ‘THOUSANDS OF HOURS OF SQUAD DRILLS, AND THESE MAY BE SUFFICIENT TO WIN THE 
BETWEEN COMBAT UNITS, MORE THAN A LITTLE BIT OF INTUITION, DAY IF THE HIVES COMMS ARE JAMMED. 


CAPTAIN? IS IT EASIER FOR YOU 
TO KILL YOUR OWN PEOPLE 
WHEN YOU CON'T THINK 

OF THEM AS PEOPLE? 


‘Speaking as one of your 
people, Captain, 
thanks you. 


THIS WOULD BE 
EASIER \F 1 HADN'T 
LET HIM HAVE My 
HANDGUN, 


NG 
Zo I 


ys 


Z A BIRTHOAY 
(| Ve PRESENT. 


ALSO, IF 1 DON'T 
THINK OF MY PEOPLE 
AS PEOPLE, THEY STOP 
BEING IhY PEOPLE, 


Comms are still 
jammed, sir. 


WAS GOING TO COMPLIMENT YOU 
[ON YOUR KNIFE WORK, BUT NOW 
TM TOO DEPRESSED TO SAY 
NICE THINGS, 


At least the 
crawers have 
stopped. 


OR THEY ALREADY CLAIMED 
THE PRIZE, AND WE NO 
LONGER MATTER 


2 = 
bs \, @ Co \ 
A ~ aN 


THEN I supPOsE 
1 MUST SOLDIER ON 
WITHOUT YOUR VALIDATION 


We O10 gust 
TAKE AWAY THEIR PRIZE, 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY FLAGSHIP BREATH WEAPON. ENNESBY, WILL YOU PLEASE 
CATCH THE COMMODORE UP 


JAFA! GET CINDY BACK ON THE COMM! I NEED 
TO KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING DOWN THERE. 


Cindy is jamming all 
comms into or gut of the Urtheep 
Industries infosphore. 


With pleasure, 
Uputenant Flinders. 


WITHOUT BLOUING 
YOUR OWN HORN? 


OF course not. 
I seid “with 
pleasure.” 


Commodore, I suspected that the 
enemy might wish to suborn one oF 
the Dt-Skadak clusters in Captain 
Tagon's crow. 


Captain Foxworthy agreed. He sent my 
analysis to Cindy, wha received it scant 
seconds before the enamy hacked 
the Of-Skadak warriors defending 
Tagon on the docks. 


Por my prediction, the enemy co-opted clustor 
communications and hacked Phil, the Ot-Skadak 
“Philosopher” cluster aboard 

tho Cynthatic Cortainty. 


They would have gone 
on to hack Bhit's 
hive in Eina-Afa, but 
Cindy blacked thom. 


Had they succeeded, they could have gone on 
to take Eina-ffa, including Chinook and the Long Guns. 


With THOSE they could have instigated a galaxy-spanning war. 


Basically, T saved 


AND THAT 1S: 
WHY CINDY IS JAMMING 


AND THAT Is 
WHY HE'S BLOWING HIS 
‘OWN HORN. 


WHY 1S CINDY STILL CONTAINMENT. THE WELL, THEY D0 LIKE THAT COLUMN OF 
BLOCKING COMMS? _} | STATION STILL HAS ENEMY HAVE ACCESS TO A LOT ARMORED UNITS THEY 
UNITS LOOSE IN IT, . (OF RESOURCES, ‘ACTIVATED? 


HOW LONG CAN SHE : 4 YEAH. 0 TREAT THAT 
KEEP THEM CONTAINED? z AS KINO OF A PROLOGUE, 


WHAT EXACTLY IS A SUBORNED ARIKOR WELL... WE SHOULD 
COLUINN A PROLOGUE TO, 00 SOMETHING 
LIEUTENANT? 


e 
. ea ne 
\ A BAAN-MDE 
2A STORY IN WHICH A MANUFACTURING FACILITY . ROBOT APOCALYPSE WILL 


WRECK NEARLY ALL OF MY 


THE SIZE OF A SMALL PLANET BEGINS CHURNING 
y__ RETIREMENT PLANS. 


(OUT UNITS BENT UPON DESTROYING CIMLIZATION. } IR 


Commadare, this is THIS 15 MY 
not my Fault. Why |} “HURRY UP AND 
ara_you giving ma FIX IT" FACE, 
the “this is all your 

Fault” Faco? 


Tim TRYING 
to Fix it, 
We all are. 


HII 11h THE ONE AT WHOM THE COMMODORE 


SHOULD BE MAKING HIS “THIS IS ALL YOUR 
FAULT SO HURRY UP AND FIX IT’ FACE, 


EXPECT THE "HOW DID YOU 
GET IN HERE" FACE, TOO. 


THE SAME WAY HE 


T'M PUTZHO. 1 USED TO WORK FOR URTHEEP 
r DOES, ONLY FASTER 


INDUSTRIES, BUT NOW I’ AN AGENT OF 
THE ALL-STAR CADRE OF ENGINEERS, 


This is a 
private channel 


How did you 
=| » \ get in? o- = 


Fbout how you gab in 
hore? WES UO SHOULD. 


YOU HAVE EFFECTIVELY CONTAINED THE ALL-STAR 
AGENTS ON THE URTHEEP INDUSTRIES STATION, I 
WILL TAKE CARE OF EXTRACTION AND 
NEUTRALIZATION. 


TT WILL TAKE QUITE SOME TIME 
TO EXPLAIN THINGS TO YOU, 
BUT YOU'RE CORRECT. IT'S 


a 


N 
A 


THIS IS THE SECOND TIME 


YOUVE SAID *ALL-STAR" I GUESS IT'S You can explain it to ME 


NOT A SPORTSBALL THING? Very fpi-ohl Thenir you! 


Encouraging. 


Brean 


ote THE MODULE HAS ALREADY PASSED YOUR 
TORTIE STATIONS POSITION, TTS ON A HIGH-ENERGY TRATECTORY, 
ACCELERATING ALMOST ALL THE WAY IN 


BY PATCHING IN. 
MY DEPLOYMENT MODULE 
WILL ARRIVE SHORTLY. 


Oooh! Reinforced 
feraport cago? 


CLOSE! THE CAGE 
TRAVELS FLAT. IT ONLY GETS 
816 AND FRAGILE AT THE 
DESTINATION, 


YOU'RE TUNING IT 
TO THE TRANSMITTER 
‘ON-THE-FLY? 


AUTO-TUNING, 


IT'S QUANTUM ENTANGLED 
WITH THE MICRONODES IN THE 
VIRTUAL TRANSMITTER'S CLOUD. 


OKAY, THAT IS NOT ENGINEERING. 
IVS BUZZ-WORD SALAD. 


CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY, 
YOU AND I ARE GOING’ TO 
HAVE SO MUCH FUN, 


URTHEEP INDUSTRIES RETURNS RECEIVING, WHERE A BATTLE FOR 5 biteaelt beorege bal? as OON'T THINK i 
THE FUTURE OF GALACTIC CIVILIZ/ f HOULD GET PLES OF PULKON 

A ATRONWAS TUS FORAT: INTO YOUR ARMOR BUBBLE OXYGEN PRESSURE APPLY TO 

MY HELMET SAYS THE AIR 3D OUICAN BREATHE: YUE HONOR Une: 


IN HERE IS 100 THIN 
FOR BREATHING. 


‘The air’s thin, bus 
I don’t have lungs. 


When tim in my armor— makes SENSE. 00 You HEAR J “ Fis The building dict 
base | car hear very || ANYTHING Ou THERE? aad not like that. 
well. b's better For me 

to be touching the Floor. 


the buileing complaining 
about all the holes in iG. 


SOMETHING'S DEPLOYING 
VIA A TERAPORT CAGE. 


CAPTAIN, PERHAPS 
YOUR HONOR GUARD 
SHOULON'T WAIT UNTIL THE 
LAST POSSIBLE MINUITE TO-— 


6000 Jo8, Your 
PLASGUN IS ON THE 
OUTSIDE. 


VOMIT HIMSELF 
INTO A FISHBOML? 


ry WT ve been 
practicing, 


COULD THE FOUR OF 
YOU TAKE A FEW STEPS 
BACK, PLEASE? 


I DON'T HAVE TO START MY WORK 
(ON THAT DECK, BUT YOU MIGHT FEEL 
LESS APPREHENSIVE IF YOU CAN SEE ME. 


HELLO, FRIENDS. 1’ YOU OKAY, 
NOT Heke FoR YOU. Talon 
YOU'RE CLEAN. ) 
~~ 
— BD 
Ai © 0 


PET. You've scared mo 
worse just ashing For coffoo. 


Captain, I've got Irs a cago-shiolded IC come ow, say reno ar, ji ye 
connection to lay through YOU kN 
relay through our now. : u KNOW Y S, 
Ny 
Gi iN 
A > \ 


aS Il \ CF That's certainly tho 
IMY HELMET SAYS CINDY'S rma most convenient way to 
STILL JamniIne everrINe, | IM\ ~ Finish the santa 


‘THE URTHEEP INDUSTRIES INFOSPHERE. 


HELLO, AGENTS. YOU'RE 
FINISHED HERE. 


ITS! TOLD 
YOU THEY’? SEND 
PUTZHO. 


ANZ HE'S WEARING A SIZE EIGHT, 
JUST LIKE YOU SKIP. 6007 CALL! 


NONE Or oun easponses HAM! PUTINO WBS NOT BEEN WTROPUCED 
APPEAR ANYWHERE ON THE VERY IS PROBABI r . 
LONG LIST OF THINGS T CAME 1 He PROPEL MERE 
PREPARED FOR 


POINT CONCEDED. 
‘LE0T THAT BIT WRONG. 


MANIFOLD NOTWITHSTANDING, YOU You. ‘AM 1 SUPPOSED 0 BE FLATTERED 
COULDN'T KNOW T'D BE SENT HERE Be nee won ‘THAT YOU LIKE WHAT YOU STOLE? 
WITHOUT LOTS OF VERY DETAILED i pes i 
INFORMATION ABOUT ME, 'ULAQUE’S GONNA 

LOVE THIS 117.” 


SUSPICION CONFIRMED, PUTZHO! BEGAN TO WONTER 


[LWAS THE ONE WHO UPJACKED YOUR “HE'S SO CLEVER, | DOT ¢ your Bean HAD AN INFECTIOUS 
MERTFORIN. YOU'VE GOT AN AMAZING IND. AN? £0 AWAKE: STRAIN OF RECURSIVE NARCISGIM. 


DROP US INTO THOSE STASIS BOTTLES, YOU WERE EXTRAORDINARILY OFF-SCRIPT. 


WE'RE COMING ALONG QUIETLY. DOESN'T 
PUTZNO. WE'VE DONE EVERYTHING TID LIKE TO SEE YOUR REVISED 


WE CANE 70 70. LIST OF OBIECTWES. ‘THAT MAKE OUR OBJECTIVE OBVIOUS? 


WHATS OBVIOUS IS THAT 
YOU CAME GUITE CLOSE TO 
TRIGGERING A GALACTIC WAR. 


“THAT WAS ONE POSSIBLE OUTCONE. YOU BELIEVE THINGS, WERE BETTING OUR 

YOU AND THE NERCENARIES ENSURED THAT ie STASIS-FROZEN 

EVERYBODY GETS THE OTHER ONE. SETTER WATE IG RON UVES ON IT. 
TV'SNUCH BETTER. 


‘AROUND OUTSIDE THE 


PUTZHO, A DIFFICULT PATH LIES AHEAD. 
CHOOSE WISELY. BND BEFORE YOU 
DO ANYTHING ELSE, OPEN UP 

‘THAT AUX BAY AND MEET 

YOUR PROBABILITY 

MANIFOLD. 


CAN GET ABIGEER POT? LEROW 
PRETTY QUICKLY AS I LEARN THINGS, 


IT'S NOT GOING TO 
8E CLEAN UNTIL WE'VE 
BURNED IT TO ASH 


YOUR DISTRUST WILL 
PROVE EXPENSIVE. 


“I DON'T TRUST YOu" 
MAKES UP FOUR FULL PAGES OF 
KY DEPARTMENT'S BUDGET. 


DAGGERMOTHER, T'VE CLEARED YOUR 
NETWORK OF INVADING AGENTS. IT IS CLEAN, 


"THE MERCENARY FLAGSHIP BREATH WEAPON 
ARRIVES AT URTHEEP INDUSTRIES. 


1 DON'T SEE A ROBOT APOCALYPSE 
POURING OUT OF THAT PLACE, 
DOES THAT MEAN WE WON? 


THANK YOU, PUTZHO, 
BUT I WANT TO HEAR THAT 
FROM SOMEBODY I TRUST. 


Commodore, 


you won, 


NOW CAN T HEAR IT FROM 
SOMEBODY T LIKE? 


You scowl a lot. 
Porhaps you could 
provide us with a list? 


f TIN A NEARBY AD-HOC INFOSPHERE. 


Butzho, you and T have 
a lot to discuss. 


THINK EWIN 
SHOULD JOIN us. 


Intaresting. I think I 
have someone similar 
on my stratogy team. 


ZHE's A 
PROBABILITY 
‘HANIFOLD. 


IT’S JUST ANOTHER 
MASS GRAVE, 


EEEW. WHAT'S THE SELL-BY DATE ON 
‘THAT NANIFOLT? I THINE IT’S GONE BAD. 


It's the sama one 
under which T Found 


and subsequently rescued 
LIT HAS BEEN FOUR HOURS SINCE THE END OF HOSTILITIES AT URTHEEP INDU Sergeant Schiack 


| dicts 
need to be 
rescued. 


Findy and Tandorsil didn't 
hood holp hooking up. 


Find stop the storms? Yes. T 


YOu COULD Put THE r fs 
12 Cone Te hava the rosources For that. 


RIGHT? 


BUT YOU'RE NOT 
GOING TO 00 TT, 


Aikkro’ and Hutsko are the reason this world thrives with No, NOTHING lib 
such diverse and abundant life. Without the storms, tha that. Bosun, that’s a 
jungles would wither and Fall From the shy. terrible mataphor, 


KINDA LIKE THE CYCLES OF 
EXTINCTION THAT SWEEP THE GALAXY 
EVERY FEW MILLION YEARS? 


(OH, WELL, THE 

STORM 1S SPIRAL 

SHAPED, LIKE A 
GALAN, 


THESE ARE THE ONLY I THINK IT SAYS “HAY WE GOT. 


TECHNOLOGICALLY 
REFINED MATERIAL IN 
A DEBRIS RING, 


COORDINATES WE HAVE, 
DAGGERMOTHER, 


TO YOUR VAULT. KA-CHING!” 


“THIS 1S WHY WE 
KEEP SECRETS" 


A RUINED SYSTEM, 
THEY SENT ME A MESSAGE 


THEY WERE NOT 
“KA-CHING" PEOPLE 


[aunesranrasie 


ce 


Hoy, Tenzu... 
Urthogp Industrias burnt 
dawn their infasphore, 


Thoy're going to How do you Foo! 

restora all that stufE about helping me help them 
we doloted. All the fay new cablo? 
‘stuff about ME, 


Or you could pay 
thom to Forget ma. 


Thal’s what you'd do 
iF you were a GOOD Friend. 


A) tHe oF skaDAk HIVE OF an 


‘THE OT-SKADAK HIVE OF AKKROKUTS, NAMED IN PART | / He's Fine. He's ‘See! Now he's 
|| FoR rr SPECTACULAR VIEW OF THE PASSING STORMS... 5 not resting it. 


Captain Tagon, 
you look uneasy. 


HELLO, WE'RE HERE TO SPEAK PLEASE CALL ME AKKRO-AFKA, AND 70 
WITH AKKROKU-TAK... ERR, NOT WORRY. J TAKE NO OFFENSE. 
TAKKAX.. Wit 


e 


AKKROKU-TAKKA NEW LANGUAGES ARE DIFFICULT FOR 
KSATTICKUTS YOU, BUT YOU ARE CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON, 
NOAEHO-AFKA, FNAOUSLY UNDETERRED BY DIFFICULT PATHS. 


LATELY I SEEM TO 


FAIL A LOT. 


“FAIMOUSLY 
UNDETENRED." 


CCAPTAN, AND FRIENDS, 
CONE CRECHEWARD. TH & 
PATH IS NOT DIFFICULT, a YW 


AND I HONOR YOU WITH I. , a 


HAUTHE EASY PATH MADE YOU 


UNCOMFORTABLE? THE DIFFICULT PATH 
WOULD HAVE AVE YOU EAP. 


‘AKKRO-AFKA, T'th SORRY. I 
REGRET TO INFORM YOU... 


‘LENOW. L HAVE ALREADY 
RECEWED THIS NOTIFICATION. 


ALSO, THIS 1S THE FIRST 
TUE T'VE DELIVERED 
A DEATH NOTIFICATION 
FOR A DEATH WHICH T 
PERSONALLY INFLICTED. 


‘THEN LMA PLEASED TO KNOW THAT PHIL AND. 
PAIN ME, TF THERE'S ARES DIEP IN GOO? HANDS. 


NO PAIN, I DON'T 


“THIS FORIALITY 1S UNNECESSARY, 
‘CAPTAIN. IT OBVIOUSLY PAINS YOU. 


‘The Captain used his hands, but 
the Bosun had a pistol and a wrench. 


YOUR, UM. SONS? YOUR SONS DIED HONORABLY IN DEFENSE OF THEIR 


= CLIENT, COMRADES, AND COMPANY, THEY DIED 
"ARE THEY CALLED THAT? DEFENDING YOU. 


FULL DETAILS THANK YOU, CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON, FOR AND THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME 


ARE IN THIS dilly ene 
UNREDAGTED SEEING TO THIS MATTER PERSONALL’ ‘TO SERVE THROUGH 


REPORT. 


The report is 
Kind of ary. The 
Fight was epic. 


“THEN YOU MUST HONOR 
Me WITH YOUR TELLING, 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK. 


Bosun has to tell his bit. 
All | saw oF that was body parts 
splattered around the engineering bay. 


THE END 


You've reached the end of 
A Little Immortality, Schlock Mercenary Book 17 
but you have not yét reached the end of Schlock 
‘Mercenary. Three books yet remain. 


Mandatory Failure, Schlock Mercenary 
Book’ I8, begins with the very next strip. 


